2004 BR 1110-SB 64/GA

March 15, 2004

Page 2

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

STATE FISCAL NOTE STATEMENT

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION

2004 REGULAR SESSION
2002-2003 INTERIM

MEASURE

( ) 2004 BR No.
1110

( )
SB
Bill No.
64/GA

( ) Resolution No.


( ) Amendment No.


SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to jail inmates.

SPONSOR
Senator Dan Kelly

NOTE SUMMARY

Fiscal Analysis:

X
Impact


No Impact

Indeterminable Impact

Level(s) of Impact:

X
State


Local

Federal

Budget Unit(s) Impact
Department for Mental Health/Mental Retardation

Fund(s) Impact:

X
General


Road

Federal



Restricted Agency (Type)

(Other)

FISCAL SUMMARY
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Net Effect

$3.3 million
$3.3 million
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MEASURE'S PURPOSE: 

SB 64/GA requires the Cabinet for Health Services to create a telephonic behavioral health jail triage system to screen jail prisoners for mental health, suicide, mental retardation, and acquired brain injury risk factors; requires that the system consist of a written screening instrument to be used upon a prisoner's admission to jail, and a telephonic hotline for use if an increased risk factor is identified; requires that the system recommend protocols for the prisoner's housing, supervision, and care to reduce the identified risks; and creates a new section of KRS Chapter 441 to require jailers to use the triage system, and to consider utilizing the triage system's recommended protocols for housing, supervision, and care.

PROVISION/MECHANICS: 

SB 64/GA creates a new section of KRS Chapter 210 to require the Cabinet for Health Services to create a telephonic behavioral health jail triage system to screen jail prisoners for mental health, suicide, mental retardation, and acquired brain injury risk factors; requires that the system consist of a written screening instrument to be used upon a prisoner's admission to jail, and a telephonic hotline for use if an increased risk factor is identified; requires that the system recommend protocols for the prisoner's housing, supervision, and care to reduce the identified risks; and creates a new section of KRS Chapter 441 to require jailers to use the triage system, and to consider utilizing the triage system's recommended protocols for housing, supervision, and care.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

The Health and Family Services Cabinet (HFSC) estimates that the cost of the Department for Mental Health/Mental Retardation (MH/MR) establishing the Telephonic Triage System would be approximately $800,000.  This cost would include three qualified mental health professionals (QMHPs) to provide 24 hour per day/7 day per week coverage, training for the QMHPs, jail staff time, MH/MR staff time and personal computers and related software.  In addition, HFSC states that funds will be needed to support follow-up case management-type services for the inmates with the goal of preventing the inmates from becoming repeat offenders.  Assuming an estimated cost of $175 per jail bed per year for treatment and overhead allocation, and 14,400 jail beds, this cost is estimated to total $2.5 million.
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