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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Kentucky Department of Education to develop a pilot program to provide distance learning opportunities for students, and declaring an emergency.

WHEREAS, some school districts are closed substantially more days than the average district because of inclement weather, illness, and other disasters; and

WHEREAS, students in these districts are disadvantaged when they participate in the statewide testing program because they do not have as many days of instruction prior to taking the test; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Educational Technology System (KETS) was created and funded by the General Assembly to provide equal educational access to all students and should now be developed to the level that it can be used to address difficult problems; and 

WHEREAS, the lessons learned from the development and implementation of the Kentucky Virtual High School will be helpful in the development of this pilot project; and

WHEREAS, students should be able to use technology to continue their education when they cannot attend school;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   Effective with the 2004-2005 school year, the Kentucky Department of Education shall implement a pilot project to provide distance learning to students in the three (3) school districts that have the highest number of days missed because of illness, weather-related causes, and other disasters during the 2003-2004 school year. The distance learning project shall provide laptop computers to the participating students and teachers to be used for instruction during days when school is dismissed because of illness, weather-related causes, and other disasters. The project may subsidize personal telephone costs if needed for students to have access to the laptop computers. 

Section 2.   Any provisions of law to the contrary notwithstanding, the time students participate in the pilot program shall be counted in average daily attendance and the instructional time spent by teachers participating in the pilot program shall be counted toward their contractual requirements. 

Section 3.   The Kentucky Department of Education shall make regular progress reports on the pilot project to the Interim Joint Committee on Education and shall make a final report no later than October 1, 2005. The final report shall include:

(1)
An analysis of the quality of instruction provided through distance learning;

(2)
A comparison of the districts' test scores before and after the pilot project;

(3)
A comparison of the districts' attendance, retention, and dropout rates before and after the pilot project; and

(4)
Recommendations on whether or not the pilot project should be continued or expanded.

Section 4.   Whereas it is necessary that the Department of Education create the pilot program to be implemented by the beginning of the 2004-2005 school year, an emergency is declared to exist, and this Act takes effect upon its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its otherwise becoming a law. 
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