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A JOINT RESOLUTION naming United States Route 460/Kentucky Route 80 in Pike County in memory and honor of Brandon Jacob Rowe and Gary Brent Coleman.

We pause in silent reverence to honor the memory of two fallen patriots



Brandon Jacob Rowe and Gary Brent Coleman.


Brandon and Brent were young heroes who died to defend their country.


Young heroes whose sacrifice is not in vain, but whose

sacrifice lays the cornerstone of a foundation of hope for an entire country.

WHEREAS, Brandon Jacob Rowe crossed that final borne from which no traveler returns on March 31, 2003, when he was killed in action by enemy artillery during an ambush in Ayyub, Iraq, near the Iraqi city of Najaf that suffered intense fighting during the earliest days of the war; and

WHEREAS, Army Specialist Brandon Jacob Rowe was assigned to C Company, First Battalion, 502nd Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault), stationed at Fort Campbell, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, deployed on March 3, 2003, Brandon Jacob Rowe was the first person from the 101st Airborne Division to die in combat in Iraq when a bullet entered underneath Brandon's arm where his armor could not protect him; and

WHEREAS, Brandon Jacob Rowe is the son of Milton Rowe of Elkhorn City, Kentucky, and Wendy Borowski of Roscoe, Illinois; and

WHEREAS, Brandon Jacob Rowe enlisted in the Army shortly after he graduated from high school in 2000, and his ambition upon completion of his military service was to attend college to study computers; and

WHEREAS, Brandon Jacob Rowe was a huge fan of the University of Kentucky Wildcats, as well as the Chicago Bears; and

WHEREAS, all who knew Brandon Jacob Rowe universally describe him as sweet, loving, and compassionate, with a great sense of humor; and

WHEREAS, the death of Brandon Jacob Rowe leaves a void that can never be filled in the lives of his family and friends who were privileged to know and love him; and

WHEREAS, Gary Brent Coleman left this earth on November 21, 2003, when in pursuit of a suspicious vehicle near Balad, Iraq, his Humvee overturned and he drowned; and

WHEREAS, Gary Brent Coleman was a tank driver with the B Company, First Battalion, 68th Armored Regiment, 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry Division based in Fort Carson, Colorado; and

WHEREAS, Gary Brent Coleman was described as "A leader of men", by his battalion commander, Lt. Col. Aubrey Garner, who eulogized Sgt. Coleman by saying, "He didn't consider himself better than his fellow man. He honestly wanted to help his brothers where he could. His confident manner almost subconsciously made people want to be like him and want to do their best for whatever the task was at hand."; and

WHEREAS, Gary Brent Coleman was a native son of Pike County, the son of Gary Coleman and Janie Johnson; and

WHEREAS, Gary Brent Coleman was a star football player for the Pikeville High Panthers, setting several records that still stand; and

WHEREAS, Gary Brent Coleman had just started his family by wedding the former Kirsten Sinley in March, 2003; and

WHEREAS, Gary Brent Coleman is fondly remembered and sorely missed by his family, friends, and comrades;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the General Assembly, both individually and collectively, mourn the death of Brandon Jacob Rowe and offer deepest sympathies to his parents Milton Rowe and Wendy Borowski, as well as his extended family and friends.

Section 2.   The General Assembly posthumously proclaims Brandon Jacob Rowe to have been an exemplary representative of the Commonwealth through his family roots in Elkhorn City, as well as his ambassadorship for Fort Campbell, Kentucky.

Section 3.   The members of the General Assembly, both individually and collectively, mourn the death of Gary Brent Coleman and offer their deepest sympathies to his widow, Kirsten Sinley Coleman, his parents Gary Coleman and Janie Johnson, and his family and friends.

Section 4.   The General Assembly posthumously proclaims Gary Brent Coleman to have been an exemplary representative of the Commonwealth as a native son of Pike County and through his brave service in our Armed Forces.

Section 5.   The Transportation Cabinet is directed to name the reconstructed segment of United States Route 460/Kentucky Route 80 in Pike County from the city of Pikeville to the Virginia State line the "Brandon Jacob Rowe and Gary Brent Coleman Memorial Highway."

Section 6.   The Transportation Cabinet shall, within thirty days of the effective date of this resolution, erect signs periodically along the reconstructed segment of United States Route 460/Kentucky Route 80 in Pike County from the city of Pikeville to the Virginia State line that read "Brandon Jacob Rowe and Gary Brent Coleman Memorial Highway."
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