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A JOINT RESOLUTION urging the Kentucky P-16 Council to add the Commissioner of the Department for Technical Education as an ex officio member of the council.

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has set high long-term goals for its early childhood, elementary and secondary, postsecondary, and adult education systems in order to raise the level of educational attainment, expand economic opportunity, and improve the quality of life of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, the ultimate success of these efforts to improve education in Kentucky is profoundly dependent upon the success of each component of the education system; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky P-16 Council was created in the Spring of 1999 by the Commissioner of Education and the President of the Council on Postsecondary Education to improve communication and collaboration between the elementary and secondary and postsecondary education systems; and

WHEREAS, in the intervening years, representatives from the Education Professional Standards Board, the Governor's Office of Early Childhood, and the Cabinet for Workforce Development have been added to the P-16 council; and

WHEREAS, the objectives of the P-16 Council include better aligning curriculum and requirements between different elements of the educational system to make clear what each student needs to know and be able to do at each level; raising the quality of teachers through improved preparation and professional development; and increasing the number and diversity of students pursuing postsecondary education; and 

WHEREAS, the P-16 Council is the primary sponsor for Kentucky's participation in the American Diploma project to help align high school graduation standards with postsecondary and employment needs; and 

WHEREAS, the stated goals of the Department for Technical Education are to provide technical skills training to secondary students that leads to successful post high school transition; enhance career exploration options for secondary students; collaborate with local school districts to enhance the educational growth of all students; respond to the training needs of business and industry for the community; and become an Area Center of Excellence to continually improve quality technical education for lifelong learning; and

WHEREAS, a vibrant career and technical education program that is aligned with other elements of the secondary and postsecondary education systems, as well as the needs of students and employers, is a key element of Kentucky's education strategy; and 

WHEREAS, this alignment would be facilitated by having a representative of the Department for Technical Education on the P-16 Council;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky P-16 Council is urged to add the Commissioner of the Department for Technical Education of the Cabinet for Workforce Development as an ex officio member of the council.

Section 2.   By October 1, 2004, the President of the Council on Postsecondary Education and the Commission of Education shall report to the Interim Joint Committee on Education regarding the composition of the P-16 Council and the inclusion of issues relating to career and technical education in the work of the council.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate shall deliver a copy of this Resolution to the Commissioner of Education, Kentucky Department of Education, 500 Mero Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, and to the President of the Council on Postsecondary Education, 1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 320, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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