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A RESOLUTION honoring Paducah's Luther F. Carson Four Rivers Center for the performing arts.

WHEREAS, the people of the Jackson Purchase Area have undertaken an arduous ten year journey to create the Luther F. Carson Four Rivers Center; and

WHEREAS, funding for the initial feasibility studies for the Luther F. Carson Four Rivers Center was raised from private organizations and businesses and two private donors who made an initial generous donation to the center's $8.2 million endowment fund for supporting costs; and

WHEREAS, the Luther F. Carson Four Rivers effort continues the trend of regional cooperation throughout the Jackson Purchase Area; and

WHEREAS, quality of life considerations and lifestyle issues are leading factors influencing corporate relocation and retention; and

WHEREAS, the addition of a regional performing arts center spurs further business development, increases tourism, and will provide expanded educational opportunities to area students; and

WHEREAS, the Luther F. Carson Four Rivers Center has had the strong financial support of the city of Paducah, McCracken County Fiscal Court, and the Kentucky General Assembly, and it can be seen as a fine example of inter-governmental cooperation; and

WHEREAS, over 95% of the $10 million dollars necessary for the completion of the Center has been raised by contributions from hundreds of individuals and businesses in the region, and can be seen as a fine example of a private-public partnership that produces benefits for the community as a whole; and

WHEREAS, the Luther F. Carson Four Rivers Center has had a one-time economic benefit of $50.6 million dollars and 1,023 construction jobs; and

WHEREAS, the Luther F. Carson Four Rivers Center will have a long-term positive economic impact on the regional economy with the addition of over 300 jobs, with an annual payroll estimated at $14.2 million; and

WHEREAS, the Luther F. Carson Four Rivers Center has been called, "Something truly magnificent and visionary...not just for the benefit of Paducah, but for the entire Four Rivers Area"; and

WHEREAS, the Luther F. Carson Four Rivers Center opens February 27, 2004 to a sold-out performance by country music star Vince Gill;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate is hereby proud and honored to recognize and applaud the Luther F. Carson Four Rivers Center. We commend the visionaries, founders, and contributors to this distinguished organization for their dedicated service to their community.  We wish the Luther F. Carson Four Rivers Center success in the future .

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the Luther F. Carson Four Rivers Center.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Robert Leeper for presentation to the Luther F. Carson Four Rivers Center.
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