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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Michael Rowland.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Michael Rowland, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Michael Rowland was born on September 12, 1963, a native of Saratoga Springs, New York, and he traversed these earthly bounds on February 9, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Michael Rowland was the devoted husband of Tammy Rowland, and he was the proud father of three daughters, Sara, Farren, and Randi; and

WHEREAS, Michael Rowland's love affair with horses began as a child when his parents gave him a rocking horse; his father was a harness trainer at Saratoga Springs, New York, and throughout his lifetime, Michael lived, breathed, and rode horses; and

WHEREAS, Michael Rowland was a 24-year experienced veteran dedicated to his profession, and he was the leading jockey at Thistledown Race Track seven times; he won 29 meet titles at the track, and from 1985 to 2003, he won 30 stakes races there; and

WHEREAS, Michael Rowland won his first race in 1979 at the age of 17, and rode in races throughout the United States, with his mounts earning in excess of $28.6 million; he won 78 stakes, six worth at least $100,000, and his last stakes triumph was Turfway's $50,000 Cincinnati Trophy on Stoneway on January 17, 2004; during his career, he won 3,998 races, and was looking forward to celebrating his 4,000th victory when tragedy struck the fateful day that ended his life; and

WHEREAS, Michael Rowland served as an inspiration to many, and he was held in high esteem by his peers; he brought to the racing industry the enthusiasm and optimism he displayed throughout his life; and his generosity and affable manner will be sorely missed by those who had the good fortune of being associated with him; and

WHEREAS, now, as we think of Michael Rowland, we can visualize him riding along heaven's gates on Secretariat or charging atop the mighty steed, Man O' War, both fondly known as "Big Red," and both, like Michael Rowland, gave 110 percent to everything they did; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Michael Rowland has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Michael Rowland, and extends to his loving family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does in loving memory and honor of Michael Rowland.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Robert Elliston, President, Turfway Park, 7500 Turfway Road, Florence, Kentucky 41042, for presentation to the family of Michael Rowland.
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