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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Sergeant Gary Brent Coleman.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Sergeant Gary Brent Coleman, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Brent Coleman was born on March 10, 1978, a native of Pikeville, Pike County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on November 21, 2003; and

WHEREAS, Brent Coleman was the loving son of Gary Coleman and Janie Adkins Johnson; he was the devoted husband of Kirsten Sinley Coleman; and he also leaves behind: a caring brother, Jason Coleman of San Francisco; a stepfather, Larry Johnson of Virgie; a grandmother, Ruby Coleman Damron of Pikeville, and a stepgrandfather, Richard Damron of Pikeville; he was preceded in death by his grandparents, Terrell Coleman and Bryan and Christine Kinney Adkins; and

WHEREAS, Brent Coleman graduated from Pikeville High School in 1997 where he was a standout football player and a proven natural athlete; he was an all-county running back still remembered for his extraordinary talent; by the time he graduated, he had received many honors including Offensive Player of the Year, player of the week, all-time leading rusher and scorer in school history, and is recognized by the Kentucky High School Athletic Association for holding the following individual records: eighth overall in career yards rushing, tenth overall in career touchdowns, and eleventh overall in career points scored; and

WHEREAS, Brent Coleman attended Marshall University and then two years later decided to act on his desire to enlist in the United States Army; he was assigned to B Company, 1st Battalion, 68th Armored Regiment, 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry Division Mechanics, based in Fort Carson, Colorado; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Brent Coleman served in Iraq beginning in March 2003 and bravely supported Operation Iraqi Freedom fulfilling his duties as a tank commander; and

WHEREAS, the life of Sergeant Brent Coleman ended prematurely while he was patrolling on special duty in pursuit of a suspicious vehicle in Balad, Iraq, when the Humvee he was driving overturned into a canal; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Brent Coleman served his country with fearless dedication and honor; he exemplified stellar skills as a soldier, including abilities as a natural and responsible leader who was courageous and focused; he was an extremely likable young man with a bright future; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Brent Coleman was awarded the Bronze Star for bravery and meritorious service and the Purple Heart for wounds received in action; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Sergeant Brent Coleman and is deeply grateful for the sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Sergeant Brent Coleman has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Sergeant Gary Brent Coleman and extends to his family and friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Sergeant Gary Brent Coleman.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the parents of Sergeant Gary Brent Coleman: Ms. Janie Adkins Johnson, Post Office Box 285, Virgie, Kentucky 41572, and Mr. Gary Coleman, Post Office Box 2009, Pikeville, Kentucky 41502; and to the wife of Sergeant Gary Brent Coleman: Mrs. Kirsten Sinley Coleman, 380 Crestone Lane #23, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80906.
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