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A RESOLUTION declaring April as "Kentucky Donate Life Month."

WHEREAS, more than 80,000 men, women and children, over 600 of them Kentuckians, currently await life-saving transplants; and

WHEREAS, every sixteen minutes another name is added to the national transplant waiting list; and

WHEREAS, thousands of Americans need tissue and corneal transplants each year; and

WHEREAS, each year 30,000 people are diagnosed with blood diseases that can be cured by a marrow or blood stem cell transplant; and

WHEREAS, over 500,000 people received successful tissue or organ transplants last year, and it is estimated that over 24,000 lives were saved through organ or tissue transplantation in 2002; and

WHEREAS, over 5,500 people die each year while waiting for a suitable organ for transplantation; and

WHEREAS, despite desperate need, only five percent of eligible blood donors give the gift of life regularly; and

WHEREAS, each April, springtime's renewal of life reminds us that every Kentucky citizen has the power to renew life through organ donation;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby recognizes the thousands of Americans and hundreds of Kentuckians who await organ transplants and those generous Kentuckians who have already chosen to become organ donors. The Senate also recognizes the importance of educating the public about organ donation and raising awareness for the need to donate life.

Section 2.   The Senate declares the month of April "Kentucky Donate Life Month."
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