UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  03/03/04
04 REG. SESS.
04 RS BR 2391


A RESOLUTION urging President George W. Bush and the Congress of the United States to reevaluate current trade policies and take the necessary steps to ensure that all free trade agreements are fair to all American workers.

WHEREAS, January, 2004 marked the tenth anniversary of the implementation of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) between the United States, Mexico, and Canada; and 

WHEREAS, the United States has experienced steadily growing trade deficits with foreign countries for almost three decades, and these deficits have accelerated rapidly since NAFTA took effect in 1994 and the creation of the World Trade Organization in 1995; and

WHEREAS, NAFTA promoters proclaimed to American workers that NAFTA would create hundreds of thousands of new high-wage jobs in the United States; and

WHEREAS, opponents of NAFTA predicted that hundreds of thousands of high-wage jobs would be eliminated and wage levels in the United States would plummet ; and

WHEREAS, the devastating result of NAFTA during the ten years of its existence  is exemplified by the loss of 879,280 jobs, even after taking into account new jobs created by exports to Canada and Mexico; and

WHEREAS, during the past ten years, four out of five jobs lost because of NAFTA have been high-wage manufacturing jobs; and 

WHEREAS, most of the manufacturing job loss since 2000 has been in computer and electronic products, transportation equipment, machinery, fabricated metals, and apparel; and

WHEREAS, the jobs created as a result of NAFTA have primarily been service sector jobs that pay significantly less than the manufacturing jobs that no longer exist for American workers; and

WHEREAS, outsourcing of jobs to countries like India, China, and Russia continues to increase at an alarming rate which further exacerbates the frustration of United States workers who cannot find employment that will afford a standard of living comparable to what they enjoyed in the past; and

WHEREAS, the same interests that supported NAFTA as a bold free trade initiative that would result in creation of high-paying jobs, expansion of democratic goals, and improved living standards for workers in the United States, Mexico, and Canada are working vigorously to duplicate the failed NAFTA experiment in 31 countries in Latin America through a proposed Free Trade Area of the Americas(FTAA) and in five Central American countries through a Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA);

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   That the Kentucky State Senate urge George W. Bush, President of the United States, and each member of the United States House of Representatives and the United States Senate to realistically evaluate the impact of NAFTA on workers in the United States and to earnestly and objectively reevaluate current trade policies before embarking on new free trade agreements that would repeat and worsen the disastrous effects of NAFTA, and to take whatever action is necessary to ensure that future trade policies are just and equitable for American workers.

Section 2.   That the Clerk of the Senate be directed to provide a copy of this Resolution to George W. Bush, President of the United States, and to each member of the United States House of Representatives and the United States Senate, and to Governor Ernie Fletcher.
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