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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Staff Sergeant Roger Clinton Turner, Jr.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Staff Sergeant Roger Clinton Turner, Jr.

WHEREAS, Roger C. Turner, Jr. was born on May 26, 1966, a native of Elgin, Illinois, and he traversed these earthly bounds on February 1, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Roger C. Turner, Jr. was the loving son of Dottie Lucas Turner and the late Roger Clinton Turner, Sr.; he was the devoted husband of Teresa L. Bowen Turner; he was the proud father of a son, Steven Turner, and a daughter, Tabitha Turner; and he also leaves behind four caring sisters, Denise Bunce, Charmele Spradling, Monica Turner, and Katrina Lambert; and

WHEREAS, Roger C. Turner, Jr. moved with his family from Illinois to Ohio when he was eight years old; he spent the rest of his childhood in Pomeroy, Ohio, and graduated from Meigs High School; and

WHEREAS, Roger C. Turner, Jr. attended Ohio University for four years; he had a passion for acting and studied theater for a year and a half; he then changed his focus to becoming a teacher and studied elementary education; he was a member of the National Guard during his four years of college; he also met his beloved wife Teresa while he was in college and they later married; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Roger C. Turner, Jr. dedicated his life to serving his country with twenty years of military service; he enlisted in the Navy in 1988 while living in Parkersburg, West Virginia, and he served five years including time in Desert Storm as a radar man aboard a ship; he then changed his military service to the Army and was stationed for three years in Germany; since 1999, he was stationed in Fort Hood, Texas, as a member of the Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 1st Squadron, 10th Cavalry Regiment, 4th Infantry Division; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Roger C. Turner, Jr. bravely supported Operation Iraqi Freedom, fulfilling his duties as a vehicle mechanic; and

WHEREAS, on February 1, 2004, Staff Sergeant Roger C. Turner, Jr. was in his sleeping quarters near Balad, northwest of Baghdad, Iraq, when an American base came under mortar attack and he suffered fatal injuries; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Turner valiantly served his country with distinction, allegiance, and courage; he was awarded honors including the Bronze Star for bravery and meritorious service and the Purple Heart for wounds received in action; and

WHEREAS, Roger C. Turner, Jr. was a man with artistic talents and was extremely likable and carefree; most importantly, he was faithful to his family and to his country and to protecting them both with his life; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Staff Sergeant Roger C. Turner, Jr. and is deeply grateful for the sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans and to ensure the freedom of the Iraqi people; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Roger C. Turner, Jr. has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Staff Sergeant Roger Clinton Turner, Jr. and extends to his family and friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Staff Sergeant Roger Clinton Turner, Jr.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the wife of Staff Sergeant Roger Clinton Turner, Jr., Mrs. Teresa Turner, 5543-2 Moore Street, Ft. Hood, Texas 76544, and to the mother of Staff Sergeant Roger Clinton Turner, Jr., Mrs. Dottie Turner, 153 Mulberry Avenue, Pomeroy, Ohio 45769.
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