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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in memory and honor of Captain Jack Hart.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Captain Jack Hart, an early pioneer and a great Kentuckian.

WHEREAS, the contributions of African-American Kentuckians to the settlement of the Commonwealth are sometimes overlooked; and

WHEREAS, through the efforts of Dr. Anne S. Butler, Director of the Center of Excellence for the Study of Kentucky African-Americans at Kentucky State University, the outstanding contributions of Captain Jack Hart have been discovered; and

WHEREAS, Captain Jack Hart emigrated to Kentucky in 1774 as a bodyguard and slave of Nathaniel Hart, and was at Sycamore Shoals in present-day Tennessee, the scene of the signing of the treaty resulting in the purchase of "Kaintucke" from the Cherokee; and

WHEREAS, Captain Hart was a member of Daniel Boone's party exploring the Wilderness Road and was present at the construction of Fort Boonesborough; and

WHEREAS, Hart family history indicates that Captain Jack Hart endured the perils and hardships experienced by the pioneers of "the dark and bloody ground" and that, in recognition of his loyalty and contributions to the settlement of this state, he was presented a rifle by Colonel David Hart; and

WHEREAS, Captain Hart made loan of this rifle to a man who later lost the gun at the Battle of Blue Licks; and

WHEREAS, a Resolution was three times introduced on the floor of the House of Representatives directing that a rifle be made and presented to Captain Hart bearing the following inscription: "Presented by the Legislature of Kentucky to Jack Hart, the Pioneer of the African race to the 'dark and bloody ground,' awarded for faithful service and to compensate him for a rifle lost at the Battle of Blue Licks."; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly failed to recognize Captain Jack Hart, who apparently had never been emancipated when the Resolution was introduced in 1846; and

WHEREAS, Captain Jack Hart remained a permanent attachment to the Hart family and is one of the best-documented early African-Americans in the rich history of the Commonwealth, and was present on September 13, 1845, to witness the re-interment of Daniel Boone and his wife; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Senate that sufficient funds be appropriated in this budget cycle to purchase a Kentucky Long Rifle, flintlock design, to be inscribed as previously set forth in this Resolution and presented to the Kentucky Historical Society in honor and on behalf of Captain Jack Hart;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby recognize with gratitude and admiration the outstanding contributions of Captain Jack Hart as an early pioneer in the settlement of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Captain Jack Hart, and pays homage to all African-Americans who have faithfully, tirelessly, and sometimes thanklessly contributed to the building of this Commonwealth and this nation.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Michael R. Jones, Curator, Kentucky Historical Society, 100 West Broadway, Frankfort, Kentucky, 40601, so that it might be retained as a part of the Society's permanent collection.
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