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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Russell Wilson "Buzz" Sipe.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Russell Wilson "Buzz" Sipe, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Russell Wilson Sipe was born on November 13, 1918, a native of Lexington, Fayette County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on March 15, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Russell Wilson Sipe was the loving son of the late Norman "Fom" and Bertie "Minnie" Sayer Sipe; he was also preceded in death by two brothers, Vernard "Dutch" Sipe and Norman Leonard "Pete" Sipe; he was the devoted husband of sixty three years to Jacqueline Prather Sipe; he was the loving father of a daughter, Marcia Louise Reed of Lexington, and two sons, Danny Ray Sipe of Versailles and Russell Joseph Sipe of Lexington; he was the loving father-in-law of Louis Reed, Jean Sipe, and Cindy Sipe; he was the proud grandfather of Rhonda Jelf, Jill Cowan, Joe Dan Reed, Brian Reed, Ross Reed, Russell Daniel Sipe, Seth Jordan Sipe, and Jeff Floyd; he was the proud great-grandfather of Jake Cowan, Caleb Cowan, Luke Cowan, Seth Cowan, Hunter Jelf, Hannah Jelf, Lily Kate Reed, Ella Reed, Peyton Floyd, and Lauren Floyd; and he also leaves behind three special caretakers, Bonnie Daniels, Beth Erny, and Alice Faulconer; and

WHEREAS, Russell Wilson Sipe served his country with honor and distinction in the United States Marine Corps during World War II; he served with the 5th Marine Division during the campaign of Iowa Jima, and he was present for the raising of the flag on Mt. Surabachi, where he was awarded the Purple Heart; and he was an American hero, in the truest sense of the word; and

WHEREAS, Russell Wilson Sipe was an esteemed member of the Fayette County community, where he graduated from Henry Clay High School; he was retired from the Bluegrass Army Depot; he was an avid and loyal supporter of University of Kentucky football, and he coached Little League Baseball; he served as an inspiration to all who had the good fortune of knowing him, and he will best be remembered as a loving husband, father, grandfather, and great-grandfather; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Russell Wilson "Buzz" Sipe has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Russell Wilson "Buzz" Sipe, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Russell Wilson "Buzz" Sipe.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Jacqueline Prather Sipe, 1637 Liberty Road, Lexington, Kentucky 40505.
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