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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Robert Leslie Samples.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Robert Leslie Samples, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Robert Leslie Samples was born on January 3, 1953, a native of Bagdad, Shelby County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on March 12, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Robert Leslie Samples was the loving son of Nell Stratton Samples of Bagdad and the late Selbert Samples; he was the devoted husband of Kathy Jensen Samples; he was the loving father of two sons, Matthew Tyler Samples and Kyle Embry Samples, and a daughter, Leslie Katherine "Kate" Samples, all of Shelbyville; and he also leaves behind a loving brother, Jack M. Samples of Bagdad, and a loving sister, Joan Nation of Shelbyville; and

WHEREAS, Robert Leslie Samples was an active and involved citizen, and a highly esteemed member of the Shelby County community; he was a volunteer citizen, in the very truest sense of the word, and was an Emergency Medical Services technician for 20 years; he was a former member of the Bagdad Volunteer Fire Department and the Shelbyville Fire Department; he served as former chief of the Shelby County Volunteer Fire Department; he was instrumental in setting up the 911 Board of Directors and the enhanced 911 service; and at the time of his passing, he was chairman of the Shelby County 911 board; he was a former member of the Shelbyville-Shelby County Parks and Recreation Board; and he was also instrumental in improving Shelby County's animal shelter, helping craft an ordinance to deal with the county's homeless and unwanted animals, and finding money to improve the shelter; and

WHEREAS, Robert Leslie Samples served on the police force of the City of Shelbyville and as Chief of Police in Eminence; he was a former deputy coroner, deputy sheriff, deputy jailer, and a former constable for Shelby County; he was District 3 magistrate for Shelby County Fiscal Court for 13 years; he was a member and past president of the Kentucky Association of Counties, a past president of the Kentucky Magistrates and Commissioners Association, and he was a member of the Kentucky Association of Revenue Planners; and

WHEREAS, Robert Leslie Samples was also a successful farmer; he and his family owned and operated KMR farm on Eminence Pike in Shelbyville, where they raised and showed Hereford cattle throughout the region; he was a past president of the Kentucky Hereford Association, and was a director with the association for more than 10 years; he was also active with the Youth Livestock Club, and he worked with 4-H and FFA students to line up buyers for their steers and heifers at the Shelby County Fair; and

WHEREAS, Robert Leslie Samples spent countless hours as a volunteer with the Shelby County Public Schools; he was president of the Shelby County Athletic Boosters; and his work on behalf of the schools earned him the district's Volunteer of the Year award for 2003; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Robert Leslie Samples has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow at the passing of Robert Leslie Samples, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Robert Leslie Samples.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transfer a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Kathy Jensen Samples, 1730 Eminence Pike, Shelbyville, Kentucky 40065.
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