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A RESOLUTION honoring the bravery and service of James "Jim" Franklin Sandford, Jr.

WHEREAS, Jim Sandford, Jr. was born on November 5, 1963, a native of Lexington, Fayette County, Kentucky; he is the son of James Franklin Sandford, Sr. and Agnes Sandford, the husband of Laura Sandford, and the brother of Kevin Sandford, David Sandford, and Kimberly Gorman; and

WHEREAS, Jim Sandford, Jr. has been serving as a Lexington firefighter since 1993; during his distinguished career, he has worked at Station 14 on engine company Unit 5, Station 6 on engine company Unit 6, and Station 18 on Engine 18 as a paramedic; and

WHEREAS, from its formation in 1994 until July 2003, Jim Sandford, Jr. served as president of the Firefighters Union, Local 528; and

WHEREAS, on February 13, 2004, Jim Sandford, Jr. was on duty as a paramedic when a call was received by his fire station to respond to the report of a tragic shooting in a domestic violence incident; he and his colleagues, the late Lieutenant Brenda Cowan and Michael Souder, responded to the call on Engine 18; the firefighters were first to arrive on the hostile scene; and

WHEREAS, Jim Sandford, Jr. was seriously injured when he and the other firefighters came under fire after rushing to the aid of an injured woman; after some time, he was rescued from the scene by fellow heroic Lexington policemen and firefighters; he is miraculously recovering from the life-threatening injury he sustained; and

WHEREAS, Jim Sandford, Jr. is a Kentucky hero, and worthy of the highest commendation; the Commonwealth of Kentucky is deeply grateful to Jim Sandford, Jr. for his tenacious courage in the line of duty;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate is proud to recognize the bravery and dedicated service of James "Jim" Franklin Sandford, Jr. and does hereby express its appreciation. We extend our best wishes for a complete recovery and success in the future.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of James "Jim" Franklin Sandford, Jr.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Jim Sandford, Jr., 1673 Prairie Circle, Lexington, Kentucky 40515; to the parents of Jim Sandford, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Jim Sandford, Sr., 2042 Gainsville Court, Lexington, Kentucky 40505; and to Melissa Smith, 3125 Starling Drive, Lexington, Kentucky 40502.
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