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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Colonel Joseph Brigandi.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Colonel Joseph Brigandi, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Joseph Brigandi was born on February 21, 1919, a native of Syracuse, New York, and longtime resident of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on March 25, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Joseph Brigandi was the devoted husband of Gertrude Schlosser Brigandi to whom he was married for 60 years; he was the loving father of three daughters, Donna Moloney of Lexington, Cynthia Amerine of Aiken, South Carolina, and Lisa Ann Pawczuk of Clinton Township, Michigan, and one son, Steven Brigandi of St. Augustine, Florida; he was the caring brother of Monsingnor Paul A. Brigandi and Katherine Vendetti; and he was the proud grandfather of nine grandchildren and five great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Joseph Brigandi earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Syracuse University in 1943; while attending Syracuse, he commanded the Pershing Rifles; he received a Masters of Business Administration from Syracuse University in 1953; and

WHEREAS, in 1943, Joseph Brigandi was commissioned into the United States Army as a ski trooper in the 10th Mountain Division, Camp Hale, Colorado; he served 17 months in infantry combat in Europe in World War II, participating in the Battle of the Bulge; he later served as Comptroller, United States Military Assistance Command, Vietnam; and he dedicated himself to 31 years of outstanding military service before retirement in 1974; and

WHEREAS, Colonel Joseph Brigandi advanced his training throughout his career by attending many military schools including Infantry School, Army Finance School, Command and General Staff College, Jungle Warfare School, Army Command Management School, and the Army War College; and

WHEREAS, Colonel Joseph Brigandi was a highly decorated soldier; he was recognized and honored by the governments of France, Korea, Vietnam, and Thailand; at the time of his retirement, he was the most decorated Colonel in the Army Finance Corps; and his many awards include three Legion of Merit awards, two Purple Heart awards, the French Croix de Guerre with Silver Star awarded to him by General Charles de Gaulle, the Combat Infantry Badge, and various other ribbons and awards; and

WHEREAS, after retirement from the United States Army, Joseph Brigandi served as Director of the International Center of Indianapolis for several years; and

WHEREAS, the funeral Mass of Joseph Brigandi was held at Pax Christi Catholic Church on March 29, 2004, with his brother, Monsignor Paul A. Brigandi of Syracuse, New York, officiating; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Joseph Brigandi has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Colonel Joseph Brigandi and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Colonel Joseph Brigandi.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the wife of Colonel Joseph Brigandi, Mrs. Gertrude Schlosser Brigandi, 102 Club Court, Nicholasville, Kentucky 40356.
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