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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Joseph Lannon Taylor.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Joseph Lannon Taylor, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Joseph Lannon Taylor was born on February 23, 1924, a native of Lexington, Fayette County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on December 19, 2003; and

WHEREAS, Joseph Lannon Taylor was the loving son of the late Dan W. and Catherine Taylor; he was the devoted husband of 55 years to Mary Emily Marshall Taylor; he was the loving father of two daughters, Mary Joe Quinn of Lexington, and Emily Lannon Taylor, of Nicholasville; and four sons, E. Duncan Taylor, of Lexington, and Benjamin G. Taylor, J. Frank Taylor, and Mark Joseph Taylor, all of Nicholasville; and he was the proud grandfather of 20 grandchildren and a great-grandson; and he also leaves behind a brother, Robert Taylor of Gilbertsville, Pennsylvania, and three sisters, Lucy Gentry Easley of Shelbyville, Mary Dan Tinsley of Waddy, and Margaret Ratliff of Frankfort; and

WHEREAS, Joseph Lannon Taylor was a devout Roman Catholic, and he was a member of the Cathedral of Christ the King, where his funeral Mass was held on December 22, 2004, with Bishop Ronald Gainer officiating; and

WHEREAS, Joseph Lannon Taylor was an esteemed member of the Central Kentucky community; he began his successful career in the horse industry as farm manager of Gainesway Farm, where he raised many world-class standardbreds and thoroughbreds, and he was influential in developing Gainesway Farm into one of the leading Thoroughbred stallion farms in the world; he retired from Gainesway Farm in 1990, after which time he spent time with his family, and worked with his sons at Taylor Made Farm & Sales Agency; in 1993, he wrote his best selling book, Joe Taylor's Complete Guide to Breeding and Raising Race Horses; and in the forward to his book, his longtime friend, John Gaines, wrote, "At the highest level, a farm manager must play many roles. Joe is not only a complete horseman, but he is also an agronomist, builder, geneticist, caretaker, nutritionist, salesman, entrepreneur, executive, promoter, accountant, arborist, midwife, dealmaker, diplomat, and handyman. Joe is truly a man for all season, but everyone who knows him understands that his real business is helping people and that is why he wrote this book"; and

WHEREAS, Joseph Lannon Taylor was active in every aspect of the Catholic community in Lexington and surrounding areas; through his work with the Conquest Boys Club, he stressed to young people the importance of hard work, generosity, and the love of God; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Joseph Lannon Taylor has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow at the passing of Joseph Lannon Taylor, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Joseph Lannon Taylor.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Mary Emily Marshall Taylor, Taylor Made Farm & Sales Agency, 2765 Union Mill Road, Nicholasville, Kentucky 40356.
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