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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Jewel K. McNari.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Jewel K. McNari, and we pause in silent reverence for her soul.

WHEREAS, Jewel K. McNari was raised in Louisville, Jefferson County, Kentucky, she was the devoted wife of John Guy Rhea, and she traversed these earthly bounds in 1982; and

WHEREAS, Jewel K. McNari was an African-American schoolteacher and ballet dancer who taught ballet and tap instruction to African-American children in Louisville's black community for more than 40 years; and she taught school for 20 years; and

WHEREAS, as a young girl, Jewel K. McNari was taught ballet by Courtney School of Dance founder Lilias E. Courtney; in 1932, she opened the Jewel K. McNari School of Dance in the Allen Hotel at 26th and Madison streets, offering lessons in ballet, tap, and interpretive dance; her past student and assistant, Ida Louise King, eventually took over tap instruction, which allowed Ms. McNari to work exclusively in ballet; and

WHEREAS, Jewel K. McNari was a cultured and refined woman, who set high standards for herself and her students; she passionately loved children, and she called her students "McNari's Dancing Dolls"; her annual Rhapsody show was held each spring, featuring the most talented dancers, and showcasing the best the school had to offer in terms of talent, costumes, and pageantry; this annual event included a three-piece band for musical accompaniment, and parents and other attendees wore their best outfits to the magical events; and

WHEREAS, many successful African-Americans took dance instruction from the Jewel K. McNari School of Dance; Julius Thomas began taking tap lessons at the age of six, and he went on to dance professionally throughout the United States and Europe; Louisville sculptor Ed Hamilton took tap instruction; George Burney, president of PRIDE, a civil-rights organization, tap-danced professionally after studying under Ida Louise King; Louisville storyteller and former student Mama Yaa was a dance student; Dolores White Baker was taught ballet by Mrs. McNari, and she now has her own dance studio; Portia White Muhammad, director of the Kentucky Center for the Arts' ArtsReach Louisville Program, was a McNari student and is one of a few black women to dance with the Louisville Ballet, she credits her success to Mrs. McNari; and Senator Gerald Neal was also a student of tap instruction; and

WHEREAS, Juanita White, Dolores White Baker, and Joanne Lander were instrumental in chronicling Jewel K. McNari's life into an exhibit, which was shown at the Western branch of the Louisville Free Public Library on June 19, 2003, after which time the exhibit was donated to the African-American Heritage Museum; and

WHEREAS, the passion, dedication, intelligence, and social consciousness Jewel K. McNari brought to this Commonwealth will never be forgotten, and her influence continues through her students; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Jewel K. McNari has left a void that cannot be filled, and she is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Jewel K. McNari, and extends to her family, students, and friends its most heartfelt sympathy. Her genius, and her contribution to dance, has made a lasting impact on all who had the good fortune of benefiting from her instruction.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Jewel K. McNari.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Ms. Juanita L. White, 10203 Cambrie Court, Louisville, Kentucky 40241.
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