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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Roy D. Gibson.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Roy D. Gibson, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Roy D. Gibson was born on May 4, 1935, a native of Spencer County, Kentucky, and longtime resident of Jefferson County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on February 9, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Roy D. Gibson was the loving son of the late Roy Lee and Ruth Duvall Gibson; he was the devoted husband of 46 years to Sue Gibson; he was the loving father of a son, Roy Gibson Jr., and three daughters, Gail Rice, Pam Longwell, and Diane Ives; he was the loving father-in-law to Harry Rice, Rob Longwell, and Steve Ives; and he was the proud grandfather of four grandchildren, Jordan, Carter, and Jennifer Rice, and Joshua Ives; and

WHEREAS, Roy D. Gibson was raised in Spencer County on his family's farm; and he graduated from the University of Kentucky School of Agriculture in 1959, where he briefly played football under the auspices of coach Paul "Bear" Bryant; and

WHEREAS, in 1979, Roy D. Gibson became the sole owner of Feeders Supply Company in Louisville, where he supplied feed and bedding at livestock shows, added supplies for horses and sold to area racetracks and horse shows across the country, and became a supplier to the Louisville Zoo; he opened the area's first pet food warehouse at the Baxter Avenue store, and he was instrumental in starting a fund-raiser for the Kentucky Humane Society in 1988 that has continued each December, with pets parading through the stores to be photographed with Santa; and, in partnership with the North American International Livestock Exposition, he helped start the tradition of donations from its Sale of Champions to Kentucky Harvest, and since its inception 13 years ago, more than 130 tons of food have gone to area shelters for the homeless; and

WHEREAS, Roy D. Gibson was an esteemed member of the Jefferson County community; he owned harness horses and served on the Kentucky Harness Racing Commission from 1984 through 1998, where he also served a term as president; he served on the board of the National Association of Credit Management, and he was chairman of the North American International Sales of Champions Committee; and he was the recipient of the industry's President's Award for outstanding service to the harness horse industry; and

WHEREAS, Roy D. Gibson was an outstanding citizen, and he volunteered his time with many organizations, including area 4-H clubs, SCORE, the Chamber of Commerce Agribusiness Industry Network, and the Louisville Ag Club, where he was the recipient of the 2002 Man of the Year award; and the Louisville Area Chamber of Commerce awarded him its Agribusiness of the Year Award in 1994; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Roy D. Gibson has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Roy D. Gibson, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Roy D. Gibson.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Roy D. Gibson, 7211 Vaughn Mill Road, Louisville, Kentucky 40228.
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