HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

2004 EXTRAORDINARY SESSION


Amend printed copy of HB 1/HCS

On page 18, after line 5 and before line 6 by inserting the following:

"Section 6.   (1)
The Speaker of the House and the President of the Senate are directed to establish the Blue Ribbon Panel on Public Employee Health Benefits, a legislative branch task force, for the purpose of examining all aspects of health benefits available to public employees including the procurement process, benefits offered, plan membership, implementation, maintenance and administration of the plan; alternative methods of providing benefits and services, and any other issues related to public employee health benefits the panel determines to be relevant.  The panel shall make recommendations and propose legislation in accordance with the provisions of subsections (3) and (4) of this section.

(2)
The panel shall be composed of thirty (30) members as follows:

(a)
Two (2) co-chairpersons, one (1) to be appointed by the Speaker of the House and one (1) to be appointed by the President of the Senate;

(b)
The chairperson of the Advisory Committee of State Health Insurance Subscribers or the chairperson's appointed designee;

(c)
Two (2) representatives from the executive branch, to be appointed by the Governor;

(d)
Two (2) members of the Kentucky House of Representatives, one (1) from the majority party and one (1) from the minority party, to be appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(e)
Two (2) members of the Kentucky Senate, one (1) from the majority party and one (1) from the minority party, to be appointed by the President of the Senate;

(f)
One (1) representative from the Judicial Branch, to be appointed by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court;

(g)
Two (2) members from a list of five (5) representing active certified education employees and two (2) members from a list of five (5) representing retired certified education employees with the list to be submitted by the organization with the largest number of teacher members on payroll deduction, one each to be appointed by the Speaker of the House and the President of the Senate;

(h)
Two (2) members from a list of five (5) representing active classified education employees and two (2) members from a list of five (5) representing retired classified education employees with the list to be submitted by the organization with the largest number of classified members on payroll deduction, one each to be appointed by the Speaker of the House and the President of the Senate;

(i)
Two (2) members from a list of five (5) names submitted by the labor federation with the largest number of state employees, one (1) each to be appointed by the Speaker of the House and the President of the Senate;

(j)
Two (2) members from a list of five (5) names submitted by the Kentucky Association of Counties, one (1) each to be appointed by the Speaker of the House and the President of the Senate;

(k)
Two (2) members from a list of five (5) names submitted the Kentucky League of Cities, one (1) each to be appointed by the Speaker of the House and the President of the Senate;

(l)
Two (2) members representing retired state employees, one (1) each to be appointed by the Speaker of the House and the President of the Senate;

(m)
Two (2) members representing the insurance industry, one (1) each to be appointed by the Speaker of the House and the President of the Senate;

(n)
Two (2) members representing health care providers, one (1) each to be appointed by the Speaker of the House and President of the Senate.


Organizations or entities required to submit a list of names to the Speaker of the House and President of the Senate shall do so within thirty (30) days of the effective date of this Act. All appointments shall be made within forty-five (45) days of the effective date of this Act.  The names of appointees shall be communicated to the Director of the Legislative Research Commission.

(3)
The panel shall initially meet no later than January 15, 2005, and shall submit a written report and proposed legislation in accordance with subsection (4) of this section to the Legislative Research Commission, the Governor and the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court no later than April 30, 2005.  The report and proposed legislation shall be presented to the Interim Joint Committees on Appropriations & Revenue and State Government during the 2005 interim. The panel shall cease to exist upon the delivery and presentation of its report and proposed legislation. 

(4)
The panel shall review health benefits available to public employees and shall make recommendations and propose legislation as necessary to address the following areas:

(a)
The process for receiving input and providing oversight can be improved, including an examination of the composition, function, and duties of the Advisory Committee on State Health Insurance Subscribers established under 218A.225(10) and the Group Health Insurance Board established under 18A.226; 

(b)
The procurement process;

(c)
Plan benefits, costs and premiums including dependent coverage, relative to surrounding states and the nation at large;

(d)
Alternative benefits, programs and methods for providing coverage to public employees;

(e)
Trends in health insurance and the consideration of various implications for the future; and

(f)
Any other issues the panel identifies.

(5)
The panel may employ consultants if approved by the Legislative Research Commission, request and hear testimony, and take other necessary steps to ensure a thorough study of the issue. The panel shall be staffed by the Legislative Research Commission.

(6)
Except as provided in KRS 18A.200, members of the panel shall receive actual travel expenses while attending meetings.

(7)
Provisions of this section to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or a subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date."; and

By renumbering subsequent sections accordingly. 


Amendment No.


Rep.
Jim Wayne







Committee Amendment


Signed:








Floor Amendment


LRC Drafter:
John Scott







Adopted:


Date:








Rejected:


Doc. ID:
XXXXX043100

Page 1 of 4

