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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of David Myron Adkinson.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to David Myron Adkinson, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, David Myron Adkinson was born on July 30, 1945, a native of Harrodsburg, Mercer County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on October 5, 2004; and

WHEREAS, David Myron Adkinson was the loving son of the late Lee Olan and Margaret Ann Sims Adkinson; he was the devoted husband of 37 years to Kandie Prather Adkinson; he was the loving father of a son and daughter-in-law, Travis Scott Adkinson and his wife Kim (Whaley) Adkinson of Lexington; and he was the proud grandfather of three granddaughters, Kayla Grace, Hannah Rose, and Caroline Elizabeth Adkinson; and he also leaves behind a loving brother, Ronald Lee Adkinson of Orlando, Florida, one uncle, Foster Sims of Boyle County, and four loving aunts, Doris Sims of Boyle County, Hilda Sims of Mercer County, Mary K. Drury of Harrodsburg, and Mary Louise Adkinson of Biloxi, Mississippi; and

WHEREAS, David Myron Adkinson served his country with honor and distinction in the United States Navy; and

WHEREAS, David Myron Adkinson graduated from Harrodsburg High School, and he attended Eastern Kentucky University and Kentucky State University; he was a devout Christian and a member of Cornishville Christian Church, where he served as deacon, elder, vocalist, and song leader, and in recent years, he attended Jessamine Christian Church in Nicholasville; and

WHEREAS, David Myron Adkinson was a direct descendant of Union soldiers who fought with the 9th Kentucky Calvary at the Battle of Perryville; he was the past Post Commander and the present Department Commander for the Sgt. Elijah Marrs, Camp 5, Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War; and he also was the past Adjutant for the Sons of the Union Veterans Reserve, and at the time of his passing, he served as Secretary-Treasurer of the Kentucky Commandery of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States; and

WHEREAS, David Myron Adkinson served as Driver Improvement Officer for the Commonwealth of Kentucky from August 1968 through April 1972; in March 1973, while employed as a fireman for the City of Harrodsburg, he was appointed the first director of emergency ambulance services sponsored jointly by the Harrodsburg and Mercer County governments; from 1976 through 1980, he was a field representative for the Emergency Medical Services Branch of the Kentucky Department of Health; and

WHEREAS, David Myron Adkinson was a three year member of the Board of Directors of the National Association of Search and Rescue, and he was a proponent of specialized training for specific rescues, such as swift water, underground, and rugged terrain; he retired from the Division of Emergency Management, Kentucky Department of Military Affairs in October 2000; and

WHEREAS, David Myron Adkinson was employed in the Emergency Medical Services Branch of the University of Kentucky Athletics Department from 1974 to 1998 and the Lexington Civic Center from 1977 to 1998, and his duties included driving the First-Aid cart and serving as an Emergency Medical Technician for the University of Kentucky athletic events and Rupp Arena events; and after his retirement, he was employed by the Message Center for the Legislative Research Commission; and

WHEREAS, during his tenure at the Division of Emergency Management, David Myron Adkinson was named the Coordinator for Search and Rescue Programs; he was affectionately known as the "SAR Czar," and he oversaw the distribution of grant moneys to Kentucky Rescue Squads; he initiated the first programs for searching for lost persons, search management, and he helped in the creation of KRS Chapter 39F relating to rescue squads and search and rescue; and

WHEREAS, David Myron Adkinson was responsible for bringing National Park Service search management expert Bill Pierce to Kentucky to teach the first National Association for Search and Rescue "Managing the Search Function" course in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, David Myron Adkinson was responsible for bringing the National Association for Search and Rescue's Training Officer Jim O'Brien to Kentucky to teach one of the first "Fundamentals of Search and Rescue" instructor courses in the nation so that for the first time there was a course to provide consistently high quality and uniform training for those who actually search in the field for lost persons; and

WHEREAS, David Myron Adkinson was responsible for bringing to Kentucky the prestigious Inland Search and Rescue School, which is jointly run by the United States Air Force and the United States Coast Guard; and

WHEREAS, David Myron Adkinson early recognized the usefulness of trained dogs and handlers in searching for lost persons, and then founded and was the first president of the Kentucky Search Dog Association, which pioneered search dog training in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, David Myron Adkinson was instrumental in founding search dog organizations throughout the Commonwealth, and these organizations have become national leaders in the use of dogs to find lost persons in the wilderness, in urban areas, in collapsed buildings during disasters, after floods, and particularly in water search for drowned persons; and

WHEREAS, David Myron Adkinson helped in the founding of the Eastern Kentucky and Western Kentucky Search and Rescue schools, which were held annually for the training of rescue squads, fire departments, emergency management, and other personnel in the various aspects of rescuing from water rescue to cave rescue, from high angle rescue to rescue management, and many other aspects of helping others in need; and

WHEREAS, the most fitting memorial to David Myron Adkinson is the fact that the length of the average search for a lost or missing person has gone from a period of three to five days to a period of five to eight hours, and with finds of live persons increasing dramatically due to the search techniques, search management skills, and use of search dogs in land and water rescue that David Myron Adkinson introduced in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, David Myron Adkinson's real legacy to the state lies in: the lives of the drivers he saved during his driver improvement career; the lives he saved during his emergency medical services career; the lives which the ambulance service he operated saved; the lives which were saved and will be saved in the future by those he trained; and the lives which are being saved, and which will be saved in the future by the descendants of the graduates of his training; and his vision for search and rescue in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the passing of David Myron Adkinson has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow at the passing of David Myron Adkinson, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of David Myron Adkinson.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Kandie Prather Adkinson, Office of the Secretary of State, Suite 152, State Capitol, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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