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A RESOLUTION encouraging the Secretary of the Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services to maintain Eastern State Hospital and Central State Hospital in their communities.

WHEREAS, in June, 2004, Secretary James Holsinger of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services distributed a concept paper recommending the closing of Eastern State Hospital in Lexington and Central State Hospital in Louisville, and recommending construction of a consolidated mental health hospital to be located between those cities, at a cost of $60 million to $70 million; and

WHEREAS, Eastern State Hospital has averaged 153 residents each day this fiscal year and Central State Hospital has averaged 96 residents each day; and

WHEREAS, the Cabinet for Health and Family Services has held two public forums this year during which testimony from interested persons was solicited; and

WHEREAS, during the public forums, considerable testimony expressed support for better services for persons with mental illness, as well as opposition to the hospital relocation and consolidation at least until more consideration can be given to all associated care issues; and

WHEREAS, the proposal would cause more consumers of the hospitals' services to be moved farther away from their home communities and from their support systems, including their families; and

WHEREAS, the proposal to build one large facility is reminiscent of outdated treatment methods of past ages when large facilities were the norm; and

WHEREAS, preferred treatment protocol requires services to be available in a continuum of care, with hospital settings utilized as a necessary part of the continuum; and

WHEREAS, closure of either hospital and relocation would cause disruption and strain on the training of mental health professionals and hamper the ability to conduct on-site research, resulting in failure to serve the best needs of the hospitals' current and future patients; and

WHEREAS, moving the hospitals from critical triage and medical services in Jefferson and Fayette Counties would be detrimental to maintaining the continuum of medical and psychiatric care; and

WHEREAS, closure of the hospitals would sever the critical relationship established with law enforcement and the judicial systems, and would create difficulties for handling transfers from the Kentucky State Reformatory and the Kentucky Correctional Psychiatric Center; and

WHEREAS, Eastern State Hospital, a 180 year-old facility, should be replaced with a state-of-the-art modern facility in Fayette County to allow for more specialized and diversified care; and

WHEREAS, Central State Hospital, an 18 year-old facility, should be retained in the Louisville community; and

WHEREAS, the mental health needs, including but not limited to the inpatient mental health needs, should be assessed in all areas of the state, not just those in the Eastern State Hospital and Central State Hospital districts; and

WHEREAS, numerous organizations representing consumers, family members, advocates, and providers have expressed their opposition to the proposal to close Eastern State Hospital and Central State Hospital and build a separate psychiatric hospital in a different community;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   It is the sense of the House of Representatives that Eastern State Hospital and Central State Hospital should remain in their current communities, and services to individuals needing hospitalization should continue and should be improved.

Section 2.   The Secretary of the Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services should maintain Eastern State Hospital and Central State Hospital in their current communities, and efforts should be continued to improve mental health services for all Kentuckians.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to forward a copy of this Resolution to Secretary James Holsinger, Cabinet for Health and Family Services, 275 East Main Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40621.
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