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A RESOLUTION honoring Dr. Timothy Njoya.

WHEREAS, Dr. Timothy Njoya was born on April 7, 1941, to Njoya and Wandia in Ngoru village in the Nyeri District in Kenya, Africa; and

WHEREAS, being born during a time of occupation, Dr. Timothy Njoya became involved in the Kenyan independence movement called the Mau Mau Uprising; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Timothy Njoya realized the value of education and of serving God and answered the call to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ in 1956, being ordained in 1967 by the Presbyterian Church of East Africa; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Timothy Njoya continued his education matriculating from Princeton University, securing both a master's degree and a doctorate; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Timothy Njoya has been an outspoken advocate for a multiparty system of democratic government, supporting the Kenyan constitution which ensures freedom of expression and association; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Timothy Njoya suffered sanctions from his government because of his support for a multiparty government; and

WHEREAS, not abiding his church's silence regarding the wicked government's oppression of the people, Dr. Timothy Njoya spoke out and was consequently censured by leaders within his church who put the fear of men in high places above the fear of God; and

WHEREAS, after being disciplined by the weak church leaders, Dr. Timothy Njoya continued his campaign for a multiparty government and, submitting himself to physical peril, was instrumental in the Saba Saba multiparty demonstrations that would eventually lead to the first multiparty election in Kenya in 1992; and

WHEREAS, in an attempt to silence Dr. Timothy Njoya, an agent of the government's regime made an assassination attempt in a public worship service, leaving him unconscious; and

WHEREAS, the perpetrator of this crime later traveled 500 miles to confess his sin before Dr. Njoya's congregation where he was forgiven by the pastor and surrendered his life to the lordship of Jesus Christ; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Timothy Njoya has been used by God to stand for truth and righteousness and to oppose all forms of corruption, compromise, and injustice within the Church of Jesus Christ; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Timothy Njoya's fearless determination to stand for God's truth rather than submit to human doctrines of darkness and human institutions of oppression and injustice has helped to inspire a second Reformation in the Churches of Africa which examines more critically the Anglo style, culture, and worldview in search of a more Biblical, African model based on God's Word and the practices of the Early Church; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Timothy Njoya's love for God and mankind can be revealed by his statement that "Humans were created in God's image; therefore, they deserve dignity and respect; oppression and injustice are foreign to God's Kingdom's principles";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby adjourn in honor of Dr. Timothy Njoya, a legendary champion of democratic values and human rights, who has been a key figure in securing the benefits of democracy for his fellow Kenyans, as well as being a voice for those who suffer oppression within and without his home country of Kenya.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives does hereby laud and congratulate Dr. Timothy Njoya for his lifelong crusade for democracy, human rights, and a fearless Church.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Dr. Timothy Njoya, in the care of the Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa, Jitegemea House Muhoho Avenue South C, Post Office Box 48268, Nairobi, Kenya, prior to our National Day of Thanksgiving, the 25th Day of November, in the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Four.
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