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A RESOLUTION recognizing October as Godly Women Heroes Month in honor of Professor Wangari Mutha Maathai upon the occasion of her receipt of the Nobel Peace Prize.

WHEREAS, it is the efforts of the tireless and dedicated servants that transform the world; and

WHEREAS, Professor Wangari Mutha Maathai is such a dedicated servant of God; and

WHEREAS, Professor Wangari Mutha Maathai's vision has encompassed family, as the devoted mother of three children, and the grand issues of gender, ecology, democracy, and Christianity; and

WHEREAS, Professor Wangari Mutha Maathai has led a life of "firsts," having been the first Kenyan woman to earn a Masters in Biological Science, the first Kenyan woman to be a lecturer at her university, and the first Kenyan woman to be chair of her department; and

WHEREAS, Professor Wangari Mutha Maathai was not satisfied to be a ground-breaker simply in her own life, but broadened her vision to encompass women in general and the larger issues confronting Kenya; and

WHEREAS, Professor Wangari Mutha Maathai founded the Green Belt Movement in 1977, a grassroots movement that focused on efforts by women to prevent deforestation and desertification; and

WHEREAS, Professor Wangari Mutha Maathai's efforts to preserve Kenya's ecology and to reforest the land focused on the role of women, her efforts led her to become an advocate of women's rights and Chair of the National Council of Women, Kenya, from 1981 to 1987; and

WHEREAS, Professor Wangari Mutha Maathai's vision became an even larger one of sustainable economic development and democracy for Kenya, leading Doctor Maathai to protest in the cause of peace, democracy, and economic development in Kenya, at great physical risk in a time of oppressive rule by a wicked government; and

WHEREAS, Professor Wangari Mutha Maathai's vision and sacrifice have been recognized by the Nobel Committee in their award to her of the Nobel Peace Prize, a culminating "first" as she is the first African woman to win the Peace Prize; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Maathai's servant heart and love for the Lord Jesus Christ have been recognized by the pastors she has accompanied when making visits to pray for and to encourgage those in great spiritual and physical need; and

WHEREAS, Professor Wangari Mutha Maathai has followed God's will for her life through one sustained movement designed to liberate women, preserve the balance of nature, ensure development in the future, and bring a faith-based democracy recognizing God as the author of all civil and political liberties; and

WHEREAS, Professor Wangari Mutha Maathai's vision, bravery, and struggle give glory to Almighty God, inspiration to His people, and edification to his creation;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby recognize October as Godly Women Heroes month in honor of Professor Wangari Mutha Maathai upon the occasion of her receipt of the Nobel Peace Prize. We wish Professor Maathai God's richest blessings in all her future endeavors to bring his light, his life, and peace to the nations of the world.

Section 2.   Prior to our National Day of Thanksgiving on the 25th day of November in the year of our Lord Two Thousand Four, the Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Dr. Wangari Mutha Maathai for presentation by The General Secretariat, All African Conference of Churches, Waiyaki Way, P.O. Box 14205, 00800 Westlands, Nairobi, Kenya.
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