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A RESOLUTION urging the Kentucky Congressional Delegation to recognize and find a solution to our nation's health care crisis, including health insurance.

WHEREAS, an estimated 15.6 percent of the U.S. population, 45 million people, were without health insurance coverage in 2003, including 14 percent of the Kentucky population, 574,000 people; and

WHEREAS, over 20 percent of the employed population in the United States were uninsured for a least part of 2003 and over 10 percent were uninsured for more than 1 year; and

WHEREAS, at least one-half of uninsured people work for or depend on small employers who lack the ability to provide health benefits for their workers; and

WHEREAS, employer health insurance plans experienced an average premium increase of 11.2 percent in 2004, resulting in greater expense to the employer and reduced benefits for employees; and

WHEREAS, since 2000, premiums for family coverage have risen by 59 percent, employee contributions have risen by over 50 percent, while workers wages have increased only 12 percent; and

WHEREAS, increases in the cost of health insurance premiums were cited by nearly 80 percent of all small firms as the main reason for not offering health coverage for employees; and

WHEREAS, in 2003, 13.2 million families with incomes from $25,000 to $49,999 and more than 19 million families with incomes below $25,000 did not have health insurance; and

WHEREAS, despite an increased number of children with health insurance, 8.4 million children under age 18 continued to be uninsured in 2004; and

WHEREAS, the majority of the 34 million people age 65 and over who have insurance are covered by both private and government insurance, yet many still cannot afford necessary medications; and

WHEREAS, the number of people covered by employment-based health insurance declined by over 3 million from 2000 to 2003 while the number of people covered by government health insurance rose by over 7 million from 2000 to 2003; and

WHEREAS, the estimated annual cost to the U.S. of the poor health and premature deaths of individuals without health insurance is $125 billion; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky General Assembly can directly affect the health insurance of the 229,000 Kentuckians who receive their health care through the state's insurance plan, yet the crisis in health care is broader and requires a national solution; and

WHEREAS, many attempted state solutions to the broader health care crisis have not been successful because the problem is nationwide and the needed solutions are nationwide and not one state only; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky General Assembly continues to construct state solutions including a high-risk pool state-sponsored health insurance plan, and other pertinent legislation;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, urge the Kentucky Congressional Delegation to recognize and find a solution to our nation's health care crisis, including the issue of health insurance, which is hurting the ability of all families, employees, and employers in every state to contribute to society and to achieve their highest potentials.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to each member of the Kentucky Congressional Delegation in care of their Washington, D.C. office.
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