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A RESOLUTION commending those who fast and pray for righteous leadership in the Commonwealth of Kentucky and the nations.

WHEREAS, it has become the practice of many in Kentucky to fast at least once a week for spiritual awakening and the three institutions created by God: the Family, the Government, and the Church; and

WHEREAS, beyond sustained prayer and fasting throughout the year, many intercessors also fast every election day during the twelve-hour period the polls are open for voting; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky House of Representatives welcomes hearing from individuals and churches who have, through their calls and "Kentucky Prayer Guard" cards, registered their intent to pray and fast for their leaders; and

WHEREAS, on March 24, 2003, 92 of the 100 members of the Kentucky House of Representatives indicated by their roll call vote a desire to receive a "prayer map" indicating the number of intercessors in their districts undertaking this commitment to pray and fast; and

WHEREAS, in the preamble to all 50 state constitutions, the framers recognized Almighty God to be the source of the people's liberties and blessings; and

WHEREAS, in I Timothy 2:2 of the Holy Bible, the Apostle Paul specifically exhorts believers to pray “For Kings, and all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior”; and

WHEREAS, the Biblical account recorded in Genesis 18 demonstrates that just as God heard the cry of Abraham for his city and promised deliverance for the sake of ten righteous believers, God is just as faithful to hear the prayers of His people today; and

WHEREAS, as recorded in Exodus 32, Moses prayed for Israel after the people had disobeyed God by building a golden calf to worship, and in so doing set a standard for encouraging today’s leaders to actively petition the Lord on behalf of their people; and

WHEREAS, II Samuel 24:17 demonstrates how King David sinned by numbering and depending too much on Israel’s troops and too little on God’s power, which should be a warning for all leaders not to miscalculate the importance of relying on God; and

WHEREAS, according to II Kings 19:19, Hezekiah, king of Judah, sought to openly acknowledge God when he prayed for deliverance from the Assyrians, “that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the Lord God, even thou alone”; and 

WHEREAS, in Jeremiah 42, the military leaders of Judah recognized the decisive role of the prayers of the upright when they petitioned the prophet Jeremiah to intercede on their behalf that they not be destroyed by their adversaries; and 

WHEREAS, when, in I Samuel 7:8, the people of Israel asked the prophet-priest Samuel to pray for deliverance from the hand of their enemies, the Philistines, the effectualness of a Godly intercessor was again demonstrated for all time; and

WHEREAS, Abraham Lincoln dedicated March 30, 1863, as a National Fast Day with the following proclamation:

"Whereas, the Senate of the United States, devoutly recognizing the Supreme Authority and just Government of Almighty God, in all the affairs of men and of nations, has, by a resolution, requested the President to designate and set apart a day for National prayer and humiliation. 

And whereas it is the duty of nations as well as of men, to own their dependence upon the overruling power of God, to confess their sins and transgressions, in humble sorrow, yet with assured hope that genuine repentance will lead to mercy and pardon; and to recognize the sublime truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history, that those nations only are blessed whose God is the Lord. 

And, insomuch as we know that, by His divine law, nations like individuals are subjected to punishments and chastisements in this world, may we not justly fear that the awful calamity of civil war, which now desolates the land, may be but a punishment, inflicted upon us, for our presumptuous sins, to the needful end of our national reformation as a whole People? We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of Heaven. We have been preserved, these many years, in peace and prosperity. We have grown in numbers, wealth and power, as no other nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace, and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us; and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us! 

It behooves us then, to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to confess our national sins, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness. 

Now, therefore, in compliance with the request, and fully concurring in the views of the Senate, I do, by this my proclamation, designate and set apart Thursday, the 30th. day of April, 1863, as a Day of National Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer. And I do hereby request all the People to abstain, on that day, from their ordinary secular pursuits, and to unite, at their several places of public worship and their respective homes, in keeping the day holy to the Lord, and devoted to the humble discharge of the religious duties proper to that solemn occasion.

All this being done, in sincerity and truth, let us then rest humbly in the hope authorized by the Divine teachings, that the united cry of the Nation will be heard on high, and answered with blessings, no less than the pardon of our national sins, and the restoration of our now divided and suffering Country, to its former happy condition of unity and peace"; and

WHEREAS, God will be glorified and the American Family, Government, and Church edified and revitalized when faithful believers from other nations include the people of the United States in sustained prayer and fasting;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   Believers and churches that fast and pray for the leaders of the nations, including the leaders of the three institutions ordained by God--the Family, the Church, and the Government--are to be highly commended for making that a priority which is most important for the safety and welfare of the nations and future generations.

Section 2.   Because of the great need for wise and righteous leaders to steer the nations through the troubled waters of the Twenty-First Century, this honorable body expresses special gratitude for those believers who pray and fast each election day during the hours the polls are open for voting to the end that God might be glorified and the nations blessed through the lives of just and wise leaders.
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