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A RESOLUTION urging the Governor, members of the Kentucky General Assembly, and employers of the Commonwealth to restrict policies and practices encouraging or leading to the off-shoring of jobs from the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, the recent recession, slow economic recovery, and a number of plant closings have created economic hardship in many Kentucky communities; and 

WHEREAS, the act of off-shoring could result in the relocation of Kentucky jobs in a foreign country; and

WHEREAS, the costs savings attributed to off-shoring are often over estimated; and

WHEREAS, the act of off-shoring, and the threat of such, affects employee morale by creating anxiety within the workforce regarding job security, levels of compensation, and the maintenance of health care benefits; and 

WHEREAS, there are concerns about protecting private information and intellectual property rights when work is performed offshore; and 

WHEREAS, Kentucky is striving to develop a new economy which generally relies on high-tech, high wage jobs, which are now being targeted for off-shoring; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky seeks to increase its economic prosperity by utilizing every opportunity to attract and retain businesses, educate and train its workforce, and strengthen its economy;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   Public and private employers, consultants, counselors, and advisers are encouraged to refrain from activities that promote or encourage the off-shoring of jobs from Kentucky and are encouraged to examine current employment policies and practices to ensure that all necessary steps are being taken to develop and retain employment within the Commonwealth, minimizing the economic damage to Kentucky workers.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to each member of the Kentucky General Assembly; to Ernie Flethcer, Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 700 Capital Avenue, Suite 100, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; and to Marvin E. Strong, Jr., Secretary, Cabinet for Economic Development, 500 Mero St., Capital Plaza Tower, Frankfort, KY 40601.
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