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A RESOLUTION memorializing Joann Thomas Burke.

WHEREAS, Joann Thomas Burke was a native daughter of the Commonwealth of Kentucky being born in Lexington; and

WHEREAS, Joann Thomas Burke passed from this world on April 24, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Joann Thomas Burke, along with her husband, exemplified the American spirit of hard work and entrepreneurial zest by running a farm for ten years and then buying the Maple Rest Motel, which had the distinction of being the first motel in Fayette County; and

WHEREAS, Joann Thomas Burke, along with her husband of 52 years, William Thomas Burke, founded Burke Furniture, Incorporated, a commercial fixture in Lexington for over four decades, in which the employees tended to be regarded as family, and which started off with a showroom made from a garage, expanding in those four decades to occupy 70,000 square feet; and

WHEREAS, Joann Thomas Burke and her husband contributed to the well-being of the region through the running of their successful ventures; and

WHEREAS, Joann Thomas Burke was the adoring mother of four sons and two daughters: William T. Burke, Jr., Louis J. Burke, David A. Burke, Richard C. Burke, Carol Burke Gott, and Mary H. Burke; and

WHEREAS, Joann Thomas Burke was the proud and adoring grandmother to her children's children; and

WHEREAS, Joann Thomas Burke was a valued member of the Cathedral of Christ The King;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby extend to the family and friends of Joann Thomas Burke its sincerest sympathy and profound sense of sorrow on the event of her passing.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives lauds Joann Thomas Burke for her lifelong labors and sacrifices that resulted in the provision of a comfortable life for not only her family, but also for the benefit of her friends and coworkers, who were fortunate to make her acquaintance.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. William Thomas Burke, Burke Furniture, Incorporated, 2950 Richmond Road, Lexington, Kentucky 40509.
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