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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of James Wathen Goranflo Sr.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to James Wathen Goranflo Sr., and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, James Wathen Goranflo Sr. was born on January 14, 1915, and he traversed these earthly bounds on July 1, 2004; and

WHEREAS, James Wathen Goranflo Sr. was the loving son of the late Benjamin Abraham Goranflo and Rena Wathen; and

WHEREAS, James Wathen Goranflo Sr. was an active and outgoing citizen in the Oldham County community, where he was a member of the Church of the Immaculate Conception and founding member of the LaGrange Kiwanis Club; and

WHEREAS, James Wathen Goranflo Sr. was a veteran of the United States Navy; and

WHEREAS, James Wathen Goranflo Sr. came to the newspaper The Oldham Era in 1945 and became part owner of the Era in 1947; and

WHEREAS, the Era merged with The LaGrange Times and James Wathen Goranflo Sr. remained a vital part of the leadership of the new paper; and

WHEREAS, James Wathen Goranflo Sr. succeeded to the editorship of The LaGrange Times in 1963; and

WHEREAS, James Wathen Goranflo Sr. showed an outstanding interest and ability in the newspaper business by establishing an eight-newspaper publishing group, the Newspapers, Inc., in 1966; and

WHEREAS, James Wathen Goranflo Sr. never was one to be daunted by a changing world, having overseen profound changes in the printing and news industry during his tenure at The LaGrange Times; and

WHEREAS, James Wathen Goranflo Sr. was not only a disinterested observer of his community, but an active member of the community, having served on the LaGrange City Council; and

WHEREAS, James Wathen Goranflo Sr. not only helped guide LaGrange in the present but sought to assure its leadership in the future by providing scholarships to future community leaders; and

WHEREAS, James Wathen Goranflo Sr. was also a man of family, being the father of two sons, James W. Goranflo Jr. of LaGrange and Ben A. Goranflo of Ashland, as well as three daughters, Janet Whittaker of Louisville, Pattie L. Watson of Smithfield, and Jill G. Mertz of LaGrange; he was the grandfather of 12 grandchildren and the great-grandfather of 12 great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, the passing of James Wathen Goranflo Sr. has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of James Wathen Goranflo Sr., and extends to his family and friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of James Wathen Goranflo Sr.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit 10 copies of this Resolution to Mr. James Goranflo, 117 Bluegrass Drive, LaGrange, Kentucky 40031.
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