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SUBJECT/TITLE
Local government referendums

SPONSOR
Representative Kevin Bratcher

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County

X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 City legislative bodies, county fiscal courts, county clerks, local boards of elections

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 104 repeals, reenacts, and amends KRS 83A.120 as a new section of KRS Chapter 65 to allow any public question not prohibited by statute to be submitted to the voters of a city, county, urban-county, charter county, or consolidated local government by either a resolution of the local legislative body or a petition.  It reduces the required number of signatures on a petition from 20% to 3% of the total number of votes cast for president in the last election.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 104 on local government could be minimal to moderate based on the number of referendums initiated.  KRS 83A.120 details the process for placing a public question before the voters of a city at a general election.  HB 104 would include a county, urban-county, charter county, or consolidated local government, as well as a city, in the procedure of placing a public question before the voters.  

The potential fiscal impact relates to the number of signatures required on a petition.  Currently 20% of those who voted for a president in the last election must sign a petition in order for it to be put before the voters.  HB 104 would change this requirement to 3%.  This change could encourage the petition process and potentially increase successful petitions. The county clerk and administrative offices could experience an increase in workload if petitions were used more frequently.  However, the time and effort involved in verifying the signatures on any one petition would be lessened if fewer numbers were required.  The following example illustrates the difference in the number of required signatures.

Signatures on a Petition* 
Currently 20%
Proposed 3%

Jefferson County
67,470
10,121

Kenton County
13,425
  2,014

Marshall County
  3,104
     466

     *based on the 2004 presidential election. 

Costs associated with the county clerk's office related to a petition include the following: notification of the petition committee of statutory requirements; delivery of the affidavit to the legislative body; verification of each required signature for certification; certification of the petition; notification of the petition committee and the legislative body by registered mail if the petition is insufficient; determination of the sufficiency of any supplemental petition, with subsequent notification by registered mail; preparation of the question; informing the residents through legal public notice and printing the notices; and, in conjunction with the board of elections, posting the notice in each polling place, and delivering the election returns to the mayor or county judge/executive.  

The legislative body has the responsibility to enter the certification in the record at their next regular meeting, and implementing changes in public policy, regulations, and practices based on the content of any passed referendum.  Since the election would be part of a regular election there would be little additional cost associated with the duties for the local board of elections and election officers. 

DATA SOURCE(S)
LRC Staff; 

State Board of Elections "2004 General Election Results and Statistics".

PREPARER
Mary C. Yaeger
REVIEW

DATE


Page 2

