HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

2005 REGULAR SESSION


Amend printed copy of HOUSE BILL 105

On page one, between the title and the enacting clause, insert the following:


"WHEREAS, Kentucky's minimum hourly wage rate is $5.15 and is the same as the federal minimum wage rate; and


WHEREAS, thousands of Kentucky's working men and women who are paid the minimum wage rate earn annual wages that fall significantly below the federal poverty guidelines; and


WHEREAS, minimum wage workers represent the workers in the economy with the greatest need of assistance as well as those who provide services in the economy that are absolutely essential to our economy and society; and


WHEREAS the historical intent and purpose of the minimum wage was, and should be, to provide a livelihood sufficient to maintain financial independence for the worker and the worker's family and this is not being realized which is evidenced by the fact that our economy is rapidly becoming a low wage economy; and


WHEREAS, Kentucky's minimum wage is indexed to the federal minimum wage and neither have been increased since 1997; and


WHEREAS, Kentucky's higher-than-national poverty rate of 15.8 percent is a strong indication that better policies to help low wage workers deserve serious and meaningful consideration;


NOW, THEREFORE,"; and

Beginning on page 1, line 1, through page 2, line 3, by deleting in its entirety and insert the following language:


"Section 1.
The Interim Joint Committee on Labor and Industry is directed to study during the 2005 legislative interim the effects of the current state minimum wage of $5.15 per hour on the working men and women of this Commonwealth, and to study the feasibility of gradually increasing Kentucky's minimum wage rate, and to report its findings to the Legislative Research Commission by December 1, 2005.


Section 2.
Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.".
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