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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to vehicle registration

SPONSOR
Rep. John Vincent

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County


X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local



Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 local law enforcement; local jails

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

HB 157 amends KRS 186.990 relating to penalties for motor vehicle licensing offenses to increase the penalty for violation of KRS 186.050 relating to registering motor vehicles. The measure increases the penalty for failure to register after the first thirty days of violation from a fine of not more than $250 to a fine of not more than $1,000, or not more than twelve months in the county jail, or both. HB 157 also provides that one half of the fine assessed for violation of KRS 186.050 be paid to the law enforcement agency of the officer who wrote the citation or made the arrest.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 157 on local governments is expected to be minimal. Currently, if a person is found in violation of KRS 186.050, they receive a fine of not more than $250. If the person is in violation of KRS 186.050 for more than 30 days, HB 157 increases that penalty to a fine of not more than $1,000 and/or up to 12 months confinement in the county jail. The measure also provides that one half of the fine assessed for violation of KRS 186.050 will be paid to the law enforcement agency of the officer who wrote the citation or made the arrest.

Local governments will be responsible for incarcerating individuals who violate provisions of the measure and receive a jail sentence. Individuals convicted of violating the provisions of 186.050 could be incarcerated in the local jail for up to one year, at an average cost of approximately $31.68 per day, entirely at the local government's expense. The local law enforcement's share of the fines collected would result in additional revenues for local governments, which could be used to offset some of the costs of incarceration. According to the Kentucky State Police, there were 127 citations issued for violations of KRS 186.050 in 2003. It is not known how many of these violations were for more than 30 days.

The number of cases constituting a crime under HB 157 is expected to be small, therefore, the costs borne and revenue received by local governments would be minimal.
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