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Bill Number:
HB 168 
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments. 


Sponsor(s):   T. Pullin
Introduction Date:02/01/05
Assignment Date:
02/02/05
Due Date:
02/04/05
Text of Legislation:  

Create a new section of KRS Chapter 532 to specify that the court shall fix, and the jury may recommend, the number of years of imprisonment before probation or parole eligibility; require a minimum service of 25 years; amend KRS 532.030 to create the sentence of imprisonment without the benefit of probation or parole for a specific number of years and delete the present sentencing options of life without the benefit of probation or parole, life without the benefit of probation or parole for 25 years, and life; amend KRS 532.025 and 439.3401 to conform.

Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

The new section to KRS gives a judge with the recommendation of a jury the ability to set the length of sentence before a person is eligible to see the parole board when the person is given a life sentence with parole eligibility. In addition, it allows a judge with the jury’s recommendation, to set a sentence length for a life sentence with out parole for a specific number of years.   Currently, the sentence lengths in many cases are fixed by statute.  This could potentially increase the length of time that an inmate is incarcerated within the Department of Corrections custody.  The initial impact of the proposed legislation would not be felt until the initial 25 years a person would be serving has expired.  

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
At this time it is not possible to determine a fiscal impact.  Under the current statute there are 222 people serving life with out parole for 25.  Due to the heinous nature of many of the crimes committed, it is feasible that the sentences would be extended beyond the 25 years that is currently mandated.  This could result in a cost increase, however the cost cannot be calculated at this time. 

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections

Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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