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Bill Number:
HB 177 
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to hepatitis C. 


Sponsor(s):   T. Burch
Introduction Date:02/01/05
Assignment Date:
02/03/05
Due Date:
02/09/05
Text of Legislation:  

Create new sections of KRS Chapter 214 to require the Department for Public Health to develop a statewide plan to educate citizens at high risk, law enforcement, Department of Corrections, inmates, and veterans about hepatitis C, after consulting the University of Kentucky College of Medicine, University of Louisville School of Medicine, and Pikeville College School of Osteopathic Medicine; require the department to make protocols and guidelines about hepatitis C available to physicians and other health professionals and community service providers; specify contents for guidelines; permit the department to establish a voluntary hepatitis C testing program in high-risk areas; require the department to develop and offer a hepatitis C training course for people who provide hepatitis C counseling; provide for civil damages of $1,000 or more against persons who do not keep the test results confidential; require the department to make available to veterans information about hepatitis C; and require the department to assist health care licensure or certification boards with developing or approving continuing education courses related to hepatitis C; and amend KRS 197.055 to require the Department of Corrections to establish a mandatory introductory and continuing education on hepatitis C, and recommend testing for each inmate prior to discharge, with follow-up counseling and referral services to those persons who test positive.

Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

The focus of the new sections created have a significant impact on the Department of Corrections.  According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics Special Report titles Hepatits Testing and Treatment in State Prisons, 31% of those tested, were  positive. In 2003 there were 10,308 inmates released from Kentucky Department of Corrections .  If all the inmates were tested and  the rate of 31% was utilized as the percent that would tests positive, approximately 3,195 inmates would show up as positive for Hepatitis C. Currently it costs $10.00 a test.  Testing costs for 2003 would have been $103,080.00.  

The proposed changes impact beyond education and testing inmates who are released from custody.  By law, DOC would be required to treat any inmate that returned to the custody of DOC who were known to test positive for Hepatitis C.  In 2003, 2,604 released inmates returned to DOC.   Taking 31% of that number as the projected infection rate, 807 of the returned inmates would be positive for infection.  Of the 807 Hepatitis C infected inmates, only 27% of that number would be eligible for treatment due to medical conditions that would prevent treatment. This would leave 218 inmates that could be treated for the infection.  Treatment for Hepatitis C costs approximately $20,000 per treatment course.  Projected costs to treat the infected inmates would be $4,360,000.00

Of the infected 807 inmates mentioned above that are eligible for treatment, 11% (89 inmates) of those would have to have a liver biopsy, ultrasound and pathology.  (The figure of 11% is from the CDC Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report of January 24, 2003.) The cost of the testing is approximately $1,500 per inmate.  Total costs to determine ineligibility for treatment would be $133,500.00.  

Total costs associated with the proposed legislation would be in excess of $5,798,080.00.  Based upon what policies were implemented and courses of action required in association with the medical processes and treatment, there would be considerable staff costs to consider.  

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
The proposed legislation would cost DOC in excess of $5,798,080.00.  
Additional staff costs would also need to be considered.  Without additional funding for such a program, the Department of Corrections would not be able to bear the fiscal burden to implement it. 

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections

Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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