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Bill Number:
HB 177 HCS 
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to hepatitis C. 


Sponsor(s):   T. Burch
Introduction Date:02/01/05
Assignment Date:
02/011/05
Due Date:
02/114/05
Text of Legislation:  

Create new sections of KRS Chapter 214 to require the Department for Public Health to develop a statewide plan to educate citizens at high risk, law enforcement, Department of Corrections, inmates, and veterans about hepatitis C, after consulting the University of Kentucky College of Medicine, University of Louisville School of Medicine, and Pikeville College School of Osteopathic Medicine; require the department to make protocols and guidelines about hepatitis C available to physicians and other health professionals and community service providers; specify contents for guidelines; permit the department to establish a voluntary hepatitis C testing program in high-risk areas; require the department to develop and offer a hepatitis C training course for people who provide hepatitis C counseling; provide for civil damages of $1,000 or more against persons who do not keep the test results confidential; require the department to make available to veterans information about hepatitis C; and require the department to assist health care licensure or certification boards with developing or approving continuing education courses related to hepatitis C; and amend KRS 197.055 to require the Department of Corrections to establish a mandatory introductory and continuing education on hepatitis C, and recommend testing for each inmate prior to discharge, with follow-up counseling and referral services to those persons who test positive.

AMENDMENTS


HCS-Delete original provisions; create a new section of KRS Chapter 214 to require the Department for Public Health to review existing programs relating to hepatitis C for the purpose of making recommendations to improve efforts to educate citizens about the disease, and encourage consultation with the University of Louisville, University of Kentucky, Pikeville College School of Osteopathic Medicine, the American Liver Foundation, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; require the department to make available on its Internet Web site certain guidelines and protocols from the National Institutes of Health on hepatitis C for educating physicians and other health care providers; permit the department to form an informal work group to discuss the development of a program to heighten awareness about hepatitis C; permit the department to establish a voluntary hepatitis C testing program if funding is made available for this purpose; require the department to make certain information available to veterans about hepatitis C; delete provisions relating to the Department of Corrections and efforts to inform inmates about hepatitis C.

 


Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

HCS revisions to HB 177 state that the Department of Public Health shall review existing programs that educate Department of Corrections personnel and prison populations.  In addition,  The Departent of Public Health shall make available protocols and guidlines developed by the National Insitutes of Health on Hepatitis C.  The guidelines may include protocoals within the Department of Corrections to enable DOC to provide appropriate treatement to prisoners with Hepatitis C.  

The Department of Corrections has extensive protocols in place for the handling of contagions.  DOC provides educational materials upon intake about different deseases. Treatment of  Hepatitis C protocols are in place within the department and are being utilized within the state run facilities.  

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
The current amendment would have no additional impact fiscally unless substantial changes to current treatment protocols were required. 

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections

Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
Approved By:                                                                                        Date                    
              Title: Commissioner   

Expand Sections or Attach Additional Page(s) if needed.

Revised:      
