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SUBJECT/TITLE
Early Voting

SPONSOR
Representative Brent Yonts

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County

X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Clerks, Sheriffs, Board of Elections

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 198 creates a new section of KRS Chapter 117 to establish the right to vote early in elections, including special elections. Early voting would take place in the main or full service branch offices of the county clerk. The county clerk could also permit early voting in any city hall or public library. HB 198 specifies that early voting will begin on the fifteenth day before an election, and end on the day of the election. In the case of a special election, early voting would begin on the eighth day before the election, and end on the day before the election. An early voter must sign an Early Voting Voter Certificate which includes a statement of understanding that there is a Class D felony penalty for voter fraud.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 198 on county governments is expected to be moderate. The measure would allow any qualified voter to cast a ballot fifteen days before an election, for eight hours per weekday and eight hours in the aggregate for each weekend.  

The cost associated with having early voting available for fifteen days would include: 

1). Public notice of the availability of early voting in a local newspaper; 

2). Workers to handle the early voting demand for the fifteen days of voting and 

      to verify, after the election, that voters did not vote twice;

3). Printing of the Early Voting Voter Certificate form;

4). Administrative and technical support during early voting; and

5). Possible need for additional building space, equipment, supplies, and security.

As it is not known how many voters would present themselves for early voting, it is not possible to predict how many additional workers may be needed, if any. If there was only one early voting location, at the main county clerk's office in each county, costs would be limited to the salary of existing staff, and possibly the cost of additional workers, for the early voting period, and for staff time to verify that voters did not vote early and also at their precinct on election day. However, if more than one location is needed for early voting, expenses for additional workers would increase markedly, together with the expense of printing additional voter lists or computers to link to the main database of county voters. 

HB 198 also provides for a challenge to an early voter by another voter. There would be a minimal cost related to the time of the county board of elections to review the contested ballot and decide by majority vote on the validity of the ballot. Also, any person who committed voter fraud or voted more than once could be charged with a Class D Felony, which is punishable by a jail term of one to five years. Local governments would be responsible for incarcerated individuals until the time of conviction and final sentencing at an average cost of $31.68 per day.

DATA SOURCE(S)
LRC staff; Kentucky Board of Elections, Franklin County Clerk.
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