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SUBJECT/TITLE
Local Planning Commission, ethics

SPONSOR
Representative Jim Wayne

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County

X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local Planning Commissions and units

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 232 GA amends KRS 65.003 to include local planning commission and board of zoning adjustment members and employees of planning units to come under the local elected officials' ethics code. It requires joint codes of ethics for joint planning units, but does not require planning commissioners or boards of zoning adjustment members to disclose finances.

HB 232 GA amends various sections of KRS Chapter 100 to require a record of each planning commission and board of zoning adjustment member's vote; to require consultation with certain entities in the preparation of comprehensive plans, amendments, and updates; and to extend comprehensive plan forecasts for at least 20 years.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 232 GA on local governments is expected to be minimal. The inclusion of local planning commission and board of zoning adjustment members and employees of planning units to come under the local elected officials ethics code will require local governments to amend their ethics ordinances, resulting in minimal administrative and newspaper publication costs. And the recording of each member's vote will result in a slight increase in interoffice paperwork. 

Under provisions of the bill, planning commissions must consult with a number of agencies in their community to help coordinate and plan land use within the planning unit's jurisdiction, and also consult with them when adopting or amending a comprehensive plan. The process of receiving input from a number of effected groups and individuals should be part of the routine planning process and specifying it in statute should not increase costs.

The measure also mandates that local planning agencies project at least 20 years into the future when planning for future growth within their comprehensive plan areas. Currently plans project a number of years, some beyond 20 years. Planners rely on the state data system projections which estimate up to thirty years into the future. The requirement that land, transportation, and community facilities plan elements project twenty years into the future should create no or a minimal amount of additional cost to prepare.

DATA SOURCE(S)
LRC staff; LRC informational publications; 

The Kentucky Chapter of the American Planning Association.
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