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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to criminal law

SPONSOR
Rep. Robin Webb

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County


X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local



Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 local law enforcement

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

HB 242 creates a new section of KRS Chapter 455 to require that all criminal homicide interrogations conducted by peace officers, prosecutors, or other local law enforcement agents be recorded.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 242 on local governments is expected to be minimal to moderate. The measure requires that all custodial interrogations of a person under suspicion or investigation of the crime of criminal homicide be electronically recorded by digital media, videotape, or audio tape.

The term custodial interrogation refers to the interrogation of someone who has been accused of a crime and is being detained. Criminal homicide interrogations may take place at the local law enforcement agency or at a location outside of the agency. HB 242 would require that all local law enforcement agencies have some means of recording homicide interrogations. The recording device must also be portable so that interrogations conducted outside of the law enforcement agency would comply with the provisions of the bill. Local law enforcement agencies that do not currently own a portable recording device would have to purchase the necessary equipment. The cost of the device would vary depending on the type and quality of equipment purchased. Local governments would also have additional costs associated with training law enforcement agents to comply with the provisions of HB 242.

HB 242 establishes control over the use of taped interrogations outside court proceedings. Any public official or employee utilizing or showing recordings other than as permitted by the measure shall be guilty of official misconduct in the first degree, a Class A misdemeanor. Local governments will be responsible for incarcerating individuals who violate provisions of the measure. Individuals convicted of a Class A misdemeanor could be incarcerated in the local jail for up to one year, at an average cost of approximately $31.68 per day, entirely at the local government's expense.
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