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SUBJECT/TITLE
AN ACT relating to special license plates.

SPONSOR
Representative Simpson

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County

X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Clerks

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 265 creates a special Fraternal Order of  Police Associate Member license plate to be issued by County Clerks after the Fraternal Order of Police collects a minimum of 900 applications and a $25 state fee from each applicant, and makes application to the Transportation Cabinet for its design and printing.  If the 900 applications are not submitted within a year of the measure's effective date, Section 1 of the measure would expire.

County clerks receive a $3 fee for the administrative cost of issuing the initial special license plate and a $3 fee for the administrative cost of issuing the renewal decal. County clerks also collect voluntary contributions for the Fraternal Order of Police at the time of initial application for the special license plate and upon issuance of the renewal decal for the plate.  These contributions are maintained in a special account and remitted to the FOP on a quarterly basis.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 265 on local governments is expected to be minimal to moderate. Increased administrative expenses would be incurred by the County Clerk in carrying out the activities required under the measure. However, the expenses would be offset in varying degrees by a $3 fee collected by the County Clerk at the time of issuance or renewal of the special license plate.  County Clerk offices issuing and renewing large numbers of the special license plates would be expected to collect sufficient fees to offset a major portion, if not all, of the additional expenses. Conversely, County Clerk offices issuing and renewing small numbers of the special license plates would not be expected to collect sufficient fees to offset a sizable portion of the expenses.

No estimate has been made of the number of residents who will apply for the special Fraternal Order of Police Associate Member license plate. However, there are 2,000-2,500 civilians who are associate members of the Kentucky Fraternal Order of Police.

The additional activities for which the County Clerk would be responsible in the initial issuance of the special  license plate include:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Storing that county's share of the special license plates for the first 900 applicants;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Informing that county's share of applicants of the timetable and conditions for the issuance of the special plate; 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Collecting any $10 voluntary contribution for the Fraternal Order of Police; and

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Collecting a $3 County Clerk fee when the applicant picks up the special plate.

Following issuance of the initial group of special license plates, the County Clerk would be 

responsible for:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Issuing the special plate, collecting a $3 County Clerk fee and a state fee;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Collecting any $10 voluntary contribution for the Fraternal Order of Police; 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Issuing a renewal decal for the special license plate, collecting a $3 County Clerk fee, any $5 voluntary contribution, and a state fee;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Maintaining a special account for the Fraternal Order of Police voluntary contributions and remitting these funds to the FOP on a quarterly basis;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Replacing free-of-charge any damaged, destroyed or stolen special license plates under specified conditions;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Storing special license plates returned by owners or lessees who sell or transfer or terminate a lease of a vehicle with the special plate;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Reissuing a regular license plate and certificate of registration upon payment of a $3 County Clerk fee for the current licensing period for any owner or lessee selling or transferring or terminating a lease of a vehicle with the special license plate;

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Reissuing the special license plate free-of-charge for use on any other vehicle with a regular license plate and of the same classification and category owned by the person during the current licensing period; and

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h    Returning of the replaced regular license plates to the Transportation Cabinet.
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