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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to gubernatorial power to reschedule elections during a state of emergency.

SPONSOR
Rep. Adrian Arnold

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County


X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local



Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Board of Elections; Fiscal Court 

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

HB 266 GA amends KRS 39A.100 to provide the governor the authority to suspend or delay an election if a state of emergency exists in any election district. The election must then be held within 20 days of the date of the delayed or suspended election. The measure also directs the State Board of Elections to promulgate administrative regulations establishing procedures for election officials to follow when an election has been suspended or delayed.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 266 GA on local governments is expected to be minimal to moderate. According to the State Board of Elections, the cost of an election is estimated to be $1,000 to $1,200 per precinct. The state reimburses counties $255 per precinct with the remainder of the costs being borne by the local government.

HB 266 GA gives the governor the authority to suspend or delay an election if a state of emergency exists in an election district. It also stipulates that the election must be held within 20 days of the date of the original election. Depending upon the timing of the election suspension or delay, the county may incur additional expenses associated with the retraining of election officers, preparing voting machines a second time, collecting voting machines that may have already been delivered to precincts and redelivering the machines for the rescheduled election, notification of the district's citizens of the cancellation and rescheduling of the election, and the reprinting of the election ballot in the newspaper three days prior to the rescheduled election. There may be costs, other than those set out above, resulting from procedures required by the State Board of Elections. 

The cost incurred by an individual election district would vary depending upon the number of voting precincts in that district. The cost to Jefferson County, with 498 precincts, would be higher than the cost to Bath County, with 12 precincts. The statewide costs to local governments would depend on the number of districts in the state affected by the state of emergency.
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