SENATE

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

2005 REGULAR SESSION


Amend printed copy of HB 278/SCS

On page 39, between lines 15 and 16, by inserting the following:

"Section 15.   (1)
The Small Business Health Insurance Task Force is hereby created within the Cabinet for Health Services to address the affordability and accessibility of health insurance for the small businesses of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. The Cabinet for Health Services shall provide staff support for the task force.

(2)
The task force shall be composed of:

(a)
The secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services, or designee;

(b)
The commissioner of the Department of Insurance, or designee;

(c)
Two (2) state Senators appointed by the President of the Senate;

(d)
Two (2) state Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(e)
Two (2) attorneys specializing in health care, one (1) appointed by the President of the Senate and one (1) appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(f)
The following members shall be appointed by the Governor:

1.
Two (2) small business associations members, each representing a different association;

2.
Two (2) small business representatives who are not members of an association;

3.
Two (2) persons representing the two (2) largest writers of Kentucky health insurance benefit plans as determined by premium volume; and

4.
Two (2) representatives of health insurance carriers, one of which is domiciled outside of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

(3)
The task force shall:

(a)
Assess the current market conditions in Kentucky;

(b)
Make recommendations to make health insurance more affordable for small businesses, including, but not limited to, proposed legislation and funding for the 2006 General Assembly; and

(c)
Report to the Interim Joint Committee on Banking and Insurance at each of the committee meetings during the 2005 interim.

(4)
The task force shall cease to exist on December 31, 2005, unless otherwise authorized by the General Assembly.";

And by renumbering the remaining section.
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