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AN ACT relating to athletic trainer licensure.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 311.900 is amended to read as follows:

As used in KRS 311.900 to 311.928:

(1)
"Athletic injury" means an injury or condition, identified or recognized by a physician licensed under KRS Chapter 311, as an injury that can be treated by a licensed athletic trainer.

(2)
"Athletic trainer" means a person with specific qualifications as set forth in KRS 311.900 to 311.928, licensed to practice athletic training, who upon the advice, consent, oral or written orders, or referrals by a physician licensed under KRS Chapter 311, carries out the practice of prevention, recognition, evaluation, management, disposition, treatment, reconditioning, or rehabilitation of athletic injuries. In carrying out these functions, the licensed athletic trainer is authorized to use any modality that is deemed necessary by a physician licensed under KRS Chapter 311, to affect the care, conditioning, and rehabilitation of athletic injuries, except spinal or pelvic manipulations or spinal or pelvic chiropractic adjustment, and to make determinations when an individual is capable of returning to activity following an athletic injury.

(3)[
"Athletic trainer" means a person with specific qualifications, as set forth in KRS 311.916, who, upon the advice and consent of a team physician, carries out the practice of prevention or physical rehabilitation, or both, of injuries incurred by participating athletes at an educational institution, professional athletic organization, or other bona fide athletic organization. In carrying out these functions the athletic trainer is authorized to use whatever physical modalities as are deemed necessary by a team physician; and

(2)]
"Council" means the Kentucky Advisory Council on Athletic Trainers.

(4)
"Board" means the State Board of Medical Licensure.
Section 2.   KRS 311.902 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
There is hereby created the Kentucky Advisory Council on Athletic Trainers, comprised of five (5) members, to be appointed by the Governor. To qualify as a member, a person shall be a citizen of the United States and a resident of Kentucky for five (5) years immediately preceding appointment. Two (2) members shall be licensed athletic trainers, who shall be selected from a list of five (5) licensed athletic trainers submitted by the Kentucky Athletic Trainers' Society, Inc.,[ and] two (2) members shall be physicians licensed by the state and members of the Kentucky Medical Association's Committee on School Health, Physical Education and Medical Aspects of Sports and one (1) member shall be a citizen member.

(2)
Except for the initial appointees, members shall serve for a term of office of four (4) years. All terms shall expire on January 31 of even-numbered years. In making the initial appointments, one (1) member shall be appointed for a one (1) year term, one (1) member for a two (2) year term, one (1) member for a three (3) year term, and two (2) members for a four (4) year term.

(3)
A council[board] member may be removed by the Governor for good cause or if he or she misses two (2) consecutive council meetings and the other council members determine it is in the best interest of the council.

(4)
Upon the death, resignation, or removal of any member, the vacancy for the unexpired term shall be filled by the Governor in the same manner as other appointments.

Section 3.   KRS 311.906 is amended to read as follows:

Members of the council shall serve without compensation, but shall be reimbursed for actual expenses incurred in the performance of their duties under KRS 311.900[311.902] to 311.928, consistent with state policy governing the reimbursement of state employees for travel, food and lodging. Any reimbursement for expenses which is received from any other source, either private or public, shall be in lieu of the expenses authorized by this section.

Section 4.   KRS 311.908 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The State Board of Medical Licensure is hereby authorized to license[certify] athletic trainers consistent with the provisions of KRS 311.900[311.902] to 311.928 and to adopt rules and regulations necessary for the performance of its duties.

(2)
The board shall prescribe application forms for licensure[certification].

(3)
The board shall establish guidelines for athletic trainers in the state and conduct a licensure[certification] examination based on recommendations of the council.

(4)
The board shall promulgate administrative regulations to establish mandatory continuing education requirements as a condition for license renewal.

(5)
The board shall require, as a part of any continuing education requirement, persons licensed[certified] as athletic trainers to complete a Cabinet for Health Services-approved educational course on the transmission, control, treatment, and prevention of the human immunodeficiency virus and acquired immunodeficiency syndrome with an emphasis on appropriate behavior and attitude change.

Section 5.   KRS 311.910 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The board shall keep a record of proceedings of the council in a book maintained for that purpose. 

(2)
The board shall keep a complete record of all licensed[certified] athletic trainers. A copy of the roster shall be made available to any person requesting it on payment of a fee established by the board as sufficient to cover the costs of the roster. 

Section 6.   KRS 311.912 is amended to read as follows:

[The board shall collect the following fees which can be raised at its discretion: ]

(1)
The board shall promulgate administrative regulations to establish the following fees, which may be raised at the board's discretion:

(a)
Athletic trainer application and examination fee;

(b)
Initial athletic trainer license fee;

(c)
Triennial license renewal fee;

(d)
Late renewal fee;

(e)
License restoration fee; and

(f)
Fee for obtaining a duplicate license.

(2)
The board shall promulgate administrative regulations to specify the conditions and circumstances, if any, under which one (1) or more of the fees cited in subsection (1) of this section may be refunded in whole or in part[An athletic trainer examination fee of twenty-five dollars ($25) for each examination taken. 

(2)
An initial athletic trainer certification fee of twenty-five dollars ($25)]. 

Section 7.   KRS 311.914 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
No person shall hold himself or herself out as an athletic trainer or perform[, for compensation,] any of the activities of an athletic trainer as defined in KRS 311.900 to 311.928 without first obtaining a license[certificate] under KRS 311.900[311.902] to 311.928[; provided, however, that nothing in KRS 311.902 to 311.928 shall be construed to prevent any person from serving as a student-trainer, assistant trainer, teacher-trainer or any similar position if such service is not primarily for compensation and is carried out under the supervision of a physician]. 

(2)
Nothing in KRS 311.900 to 311.928 shall be construed to prevent any person from serving as a student athletic trainer, or in any similar position, if service is not primarily for compensation and is carried out under the supervision of a physician and a licensed athletic trainer as defined in KRS 311.900 to 311.928.

(3)
Persons who are certified by the board as athletic trainers on the effective date of this Act shall be entitled to practice as licensed athletic trainers, provided these persons meet all of the other requirements of KRS 311.900 to 311.928.

(4)
Upon the expiration of an athletic trainer's certificate, the board shall issue a license to replace the certificate, provided the athletic trainer has met all of the other requirements of KRS 311.900 to 311.928.

Section 8.   KRS 311.916 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
An applicant for an athletic trainer license shall possess the following qualifications:

(a)
An applicant shall have satisfactorily completed all of the requirements of the National Athletic Trainers' Association Board of Certification, Inc., or its successor, met all qualifications, and been certified as an athletic trainer in good standing by the National Athletic Trainers' Association Board of Certification, Inc., or its successor.

(b)
Any person who is issued initial licensure as an athletic trainer is considered to be registered for three (3) years, or for the completion of the current three (3) year cycle, on the effective date of this Act. These persons shall then apply to the board for triennial renewal and shall submit all information requested by the board. Upon making an application for renewal, this person shall pay a renewal fee as prescribed in Section 6 of this Act.

(c)
Any person licensed to practice by the provisions of KRS 311.900 to 311.928, who has retired or who intends to retire from practice in this state, shall file an affidavit of such intent with the board on a form furnished by the board stating the date on which the person retired or intends to retire from practice and providing other details that verify the retirement as the board requires. On the approval of the board, the person shall be deemed to be in an inactive status and shall be prohibited from practice as an athletic trainer in the Commonwealth. A person in an inactive status shall not be required to pay licensure fees or otherwise comply with the provisions of KRS 311.900 to 311.928. If a person in an inactive status desires to reengage in practice in the Commonwealth, the person shall apply for relicensure with the board, and on completion of continuing education requirements and the payment of a license fee shall be issued a license to practice as an athletic trainer.

(d)
Any person who on the effective date of this Act possesses a certificate or temporary certificate issued by the board shall be considered to possess a license or temporary license, respectively. At the time of renewal, a certificate holder who is approved for renewal shall receive a license from the board rather than a certificate.

(2)
An eligible out-of-state applicant shall possess the qualifications in subsection (1)(a) of this section. Upon receipt of the initial athletic trainer licensure fee, the board may grant, without examination, a license to any qualified nonresident athletic trainer who holds a valid license or certificate issued by another state and whose qualifications are considered by the board to be at least equivalent to those required for licensure in this state[An applicant for an athletic trainer certificate shall possess one (1) of the following qualifications:

(a)
Have met the athletic training curriculum requirements of a college or university approved by the board and give proof of graduation and be certified by the National Athletic Trainer's Association; however, the board may grant an exception using the following criteria:

1.
Graduate of an accredited college or university; and

2.
Shown proof of one thousand five hundred (1,500) hours as an apprentice athletic trainer as provided in subsection (1)(c) of this section;

(b)
Hold a certificate or a degree in physical therapy and have completed the following:

1.
A basic athletic training course;

2.
A first aid and a cardiopulmonary resuscitation course;

3.
A nutrition course; and

4.
Have spent a minimum of six hundred (600) clock hours working under the direct supervision of an approved athletic trainer. The board may waive or alter the hour requirements if the applicant can demonstrate equivalent experience; or

(c)
Have completed at least four (4) years beyond the secondary school level, while either an undergraduate or graduate student, as an apprentice athletic trainer at a college or university under the direct supervision of an athletic trainer approved by the board. The four (4) years shall be consecutive years of supervision, military duty excepted. An applicant for certification under this provision shall:

1.
Show proof of graduation from an accredited college or university;

2.
Show proof of successful completion of courses in basic and advanced athletic training, first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, nutrition, anatomy, exercise physiology, kinesiology and personal health; and

3.
Have spent a minimum of one thousand five hundred (1,500) clock hours working under the direct supervision of an approved athletic trainer, one thousand (1,000) hours of which shall be traditional hours and may include, but may not exceed, five hundred (500) clinical hours.

(2)
An out-of-state applicant shall fulfill one (1) of the qualifications enumerated in subsection (1)(a), (b), or (c) of this section. The Commonwealth of Kentucky may grant, without examination, a certificate to any qualified nonresident athletic trainer holding a license or certificate in another state if the other state recognizes certificates of the Commonwealth of Kentucky in the same manner and has the same or equivalent requirements for certification. An out-of-state applicant from a state not having a licensure or certification act shall be eligible to take the Kentucky certification examination if certified by the National Athletic Trainers' Association and approved by the board.

(3)
Any applicant for an athletic trainer certificate shall complete an educational course of the type specified in KRS 311.908(4)].

Section 9.   KRS 311.918 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
An applicant for an athletic trainer license[certificate] shall submit an application to the board on forms prescribed by the board and submit the examination fee required by KRS 311.900 to 311.928[311.912].

(2)
The applicant shall be entitled to an athletic trainer's license[certificate] if he or she possesses the qualifications enumerated in KRS 311.900 to 311.928[311.916, completes the examination approved by the board, to their satisfaction], pays the licensure[certification] fee as set in KRS 311.900 to 311.928[311.912], and has not committed an act which constitutes grounds for denial of a license[certificate] under KRS 311.900 to 311.928[311.920].

(3)
The applicant shall be entitled to a temporary permit if he or she meets the requirements of KRS 311.900 to 311.928[311.916].

Section 10.   KRS 311.920 is amended to read as follows:

The board may refuse to issue a license[certificate] to an applicant; place a licensee on probation for a period not to exceed five (5) years; limit or restrict a license for an indefinite period; issue a reprimand; impose a fine of not more than five thousand dollars ($5,000) per violation; or[ may] suspend or revoke the license[certificate] of any person, if he or she has: 

(1)
Violated standards of practice as determined by the board; or 

(2)
Secured the license[certificate] by fraud or deceit; or 

(3)
Violated or conspired to violate the provisions of KRS 311.900[311.902] to 311.928 or rules and regulations issued pursuant to KRS 311.900[311.902] to 311.928. 

Section 11.   KRS 311.922 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Any person whose application for a license[certificate] is denied is entitled to a hearing before the board if he or she submits a written request to the board.

(2)
Proceedings for denial, revocation or suspension of a license[certificate] shall be conducted consistent with KRS 311.595 and 311.591.

(3)
On application, the board may reissue a license[certificate] to a person whose license[certificate] has been canceled or revoked, but the application may not be made prior to the expiration of a period of six (6) months after the order of cancellation or revocation has become final, and application shall be made in the manner and form as the board may require.

Section 12.   KRS 311.924 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A person whose application for a license[certificate] has been refused or whose license[certificate] has been canceled, revoked, or suspended by the board may take an appeal, within thirty (30) days after the order is entered to the District Court in the judicial district in which he or she resides.

(2)
A case reviewed under the provisions of this section shall proceed in the District Court by trial de novo. Appeal from the judgment of the District Court lies as in other civil cases.

Section 13.   KRS 311.928 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
No provision of KRS 311.900 to 311.928[311.926] shall be construed so as to limit or prevent any person duly licensed or certified under the laws of this state from practicing the profession for which he or she was licensed or certified. 

(2)
The provisions of KRS 311.900 to 311.928 shall not be construed to apply to any person engaging in the practice of athletic training while employed for that purpose by an out-of-state organization which is temporarily present in this state for an athletic competition or exhibition.
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