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AN ACT proposing to create new sections of the Constitution of Kentucky and amend Sections 30, 31, 70, 73, 85, 87, 91, 95, 148, and 152 of the Constitution of Kentucky, relating to state government.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   IT IS PROPOSED THAT A NEW SECTION 31A BE ADDED TO THE CONSTITUTION OF KENTUCKY TO READ AS FOLLOWS:


Any section of this Constitution to the contrary notwithstanding, the General Assembly shall not adjourn a regular session occurring in an even-numbered year without the enactment of a bill or bills appropriating money for the operation of the executive branch of state government. If a bill or bills appropriating money for the operation of the executive branch of state government have not been enacted by the General Assembly on or before the sixtieth legislative day:

(1)  The legislative terms of all members of the General Assembly shall expire thirty-five days after the sixtieth legislative day; and

(2)  A special election shall be held as provided in Section 152A to fill each seat of the General Assembly.
SECTION 2.   IT IS PROPOSED THAT A NEW SECTION 87A BE ADDED TO THE CONSTITUTION OF KENTUCKY TO READ AS FOLLOWS:


Any section of this Constitution to the contrary notwithstanding, if the General Assembly adjourns a regular session occurring in an even-numbered year without the enactment of a bill or bills appropriating money for the operation of the executive branch of state government before the sixtieth legislative day:

(1)  The terms of office of the Governor and the Lieutenant Governor shall expire thirty-five days after the sixtieth legislative day; and

(2)  A special election shall be held as provided in Section 152A to fill the offices of Governor and Lieutenant Governor.
SECTION 3.   IT IS PROPOSED THAT A NEW SECTION 152A BE ADDED TO THE CONSTITUTION OF KENTUCKY TO READ AS FOLLOWS:


(1)  When the legislative terms of all members of the General Assembly have expired as described in Section 31A, the Secretary of State shall issue a writ calling for a special election to fill the unexpired terms.

(2)  When the terms of office of Governor and Lieutenant Governor have expired as described in Section 87A, the Secretary of State shall issue a writ calling for a special election to fill those offices.

(3)  Any section of this Constitution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Secretary of State shall act in to carry out the special elections described in this section in accordance with any directions as may be provided by law.
Section 4.   It is proposed that Section 30 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


Except as provided in Sections 31A and 152A, members of the House of Representatives and Senators shall be elected at the general election in even-numbered years for terms of four years for Senators and two years for members of the House of Representatives.  The term of office of Representatives and Senators shall begin upon the first day of January of the year succeeding their election.

Section 5.   It is proposed that Section 31 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


Except as provided in Sections 31A and 152A, a the general election to be held in November, 1984, and every two years thereafter, there shall be elected for four years one Senator in each Senatorial District in which the term of his predecessor in office will then expire and in every Representative District one Representative for two years.

Section 6.   It is proposed that Section 70 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


Except as provided in Sections 87A and 152A, the Governor and Lieutenant Governor shall be elected for the term of four years by the qualified voters of the State. They shall be elected jointly by the casting by each voter of a single vote applicable to both offices, as shall be provided by law. The slate of candidates having the highest number of votes cast jointly for them for Governor and Lieutenant Governor shall be elected; but if two or more slates of candidates shall be equal and highest in votes, the election shall be determined by lot in such manner as the General Assembly may direct.

Section 7.   It is proposed that Section 73 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


Except as provided in Section 87A and 152A, the Governor and the Lieutenant Governor shall commence the execution of the duties of their offices on the fifth Tuesday succeeding their election, and shall continue in the execution thereof until a successor shall have qualified.

Section 8.   It is proposed that Section 85 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


Except as provided in Sections 31A and 152A, a President of the Senate shall be elected by each Senate as soon after its organization as possible and as often as there is a vacancy in the office of President, another President of the Senate shall be elected by the Senate, if in session. And if, during the vacancy of the office of Governor, the Lieutenant Governor shall be impeached and removed from office, refuse to qualify, resign, or die, the President of the Senate shall in like manner administer the government.

Section 9.   It is proposed that Section 87 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


Except as provided in Sections 87A and 152A, if the Lieutenant Governor shall be called upon to administer the government in place of the Governor, and shall, while in such administration, resign, or die during the recess of the General Assembly, if there be no President of the Senate, it shall be the duty of the Attorney General, for the time being, to convene the Senate for the purpose of choosing a President; and until a President is chosen, the Attorney General shall administer the government. If there be no Attorney General to perform the duties devolved upon him by this section, then the Auditor, for the time being, shall convene the Senate for the purpose of choosing a President, and shall administer the government until a President is chosen.

Section 10.   It is proposed that Section 91 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


Except as provided in Sections 87A and 152A, a Treasurer, Auditor of Public Accounts, Commissioner of Agriculture, Labor and Statistics, Secretary of State, and Attorney-General, shall be elected by the qualified voters of the State at the same time the Governor and Lieutenant Governor are elected, for the term of four years, each of whom shall be at least thirty years of age at the time of his election, and shall have been a resident citizen of the State at least two years next before his election. The duties of all these officers shall be such as may be prescribed by law, and the Secretary of State shall keep a fair register of and attest all the official acts of the Governor, and shall, when required, lay the same and all papers, minutes and vouchers relative thereto before either House of the General Assembly. The officers named in this section shall enter upon the discharge of their duties the first Monday in January after their election, and shall hold their offices until their successors are elected and qualified.

Section 11.   It is proposed that Section 95 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


Except as provided in Sections 87A and 152A, the election under this Constitution for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Treasurer, Auditor of Public Accounts, Attorney General, Secretary of State, and Commissioner of Agriculture, Labor and Statistics, shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November, eighteen hundred and ninety-five, and the same day every four years thereafter.

Section 12.   It is proposed that Section 148 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


Except as otherwise provided in this Constitution, not more than one election each year shall be held in this State or in any city, town, district, urban-county or county thereof, and[except as otherwise provided in this Constitution.] all regular elections of State, county, city, town, urban-county, or district officers shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. All elections by the people shall be between the hours of six o'clock a.m. and seven o'clock p.m., but the General Assembly may change said hours, and all officers of any election shall be residents and voters in the precinct in which they act. The General Assembly shall provide by law that all employers shall allow employees, under reasonable regulations, at least four hours on election days, in which to cast their votes.

Section 13.   It is proposed that Section 152 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


Except as provided in Section 152A, or other sections[ as otherwise provided] in this Constitution, vacancies in all elective offices shall be filled by election or appointment, as follows: If the unexpired term will end at the next succeeding annual election at which either city, town, county, district or State officers are to be elected, the office shall be filled by appointment for the remainder of the term. If the unexpired term will not end at the next succeeding annual election at which either city, town, county, district or State officers are to be elected, and if three months intervene before said succeeding annual election at which either city, town, county, district or State officers are to be elected, the office shall be filled by appointment until said election, and then said vacancy shall be filled by election for the remainder of the term. If three months do not intervene between the happening of said vacancy and the next succeeding election at which city, town, county, district or State officers are to be elected, the office shall be filled by appointment until the second succeeding annual election at which city, town, county, district or State officers are to be elected; and then, if any part of the term remains unexpired, the office shall be filled by election until the regular time for the election of officers to fill said offices. Vacancies in all offices for the State at large, or for districts larger than a county, shall be filled by appointment of the Governor; all other appointments shall be made as may be prescribed by law. No person shall ever be appointed a member of the General Assembly, but vacancies therein may be filled at a special election, in such manner as may be provided by law.

Section 14.   This amendment shall be submitted to the voters of the Commonwealth for their ratification or rejection at the time and in the manner provided for under Sections 256 and 257 of the Constitution and under KRS 118.415.
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