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AN ACT relating to legislative security.
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 7 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Division of Legislative Security is created as a permanent division within the Legislative Research Commission.
(a)
The Division of Legislative Security shall be a law enforcement agency with statewide jurisdiction and shall have the same access to criminal records, training without charge by the Department of Criminal Justice Training, criminal justice and other funding, and all other privileges and responsibilities of the office of a sheriff or a police department, except that peace officers of the division shall not be required to, but may, serve legal process.
(b)
The division shall:
1.
Provide adequate security and law enforcement protection for the General Assembly, the Legislative Research Commission, members of the General Assembly, employees of the General Assembly and the Legislative Research Commission, members of the public utilizing public facilities or attending legislative meetings, real property, occupied or used by the General Assembly and the Legislative Research Commission, and personal property of the persons and organizations mentioned in this subparagraph;
2.
Conduct investigations relating to any crime committed against or by any person, or involving any property, specified in subparagraph 1. of this paragraph, secure appropriate warrants, and make arrests in such cases;
3.
Make crime and other reports to state or federal agencies as required by law, and perform other functions as directed by the General Assembly and the Legislative Research Commission; and

4.
Make the contributions required by KRS 61.592 for participation in the hazardous duty retirement program by its full-time sworn and certified peace officers.
(2)
(a)
The Division of Legislative Security shall consist of not less than five (5) full-time sworn certified peace officers and any additional personnel as may be authorized in the budget. During regular and special sessions of the General Assembly, the division may employ additional peace officers certified pursuant to KRS 15.380 to 15.402 for the duration of the session and any time prior to and after the session that is deemed necessary.

(b)
A full-time sworn and certified peace officer of the division shall:
1.
Be certified pursuant to KRS 15.830 to 15.402;
2.
Take the constitutional oath and the oath required for peace officers pursuant to KRS 62.040;
3.
Participate in and receive additional compensation from the Kentucky Law Enforcement Foundation Program Fund;
4.
Maintain his or her certification as a Kentucky peace officer under KRS 15.380 to 15.402 during his or her term of employment;
5.
Have statewide peace officer jurisdiction; and
6.
Not be required to serve process without the authorization of the Assistant Director for Legislative Security.

The position of a full-time sworn and certified peace officer of the division shall be considered a hazardous duty position within the meaning of KRS 61.592.
(c)
Full-time sworn peace officers of the division may carry concealed deadly weapons at all times and at all locations within the Commonwealth and may, subject to federal law and the laws of other states, carry deadly weapons, concealed or openly, on federal property and in other states.
(d)
During the time of their employment, part-time sworn peace officers of the division shall have the same powers, duties, and responsibilities as full-time sworn peace officers of the division are accorded pursuant to paragraph (b) of this subsection.
(e)
During the time of their employment, part-time sworn peace officers of the division may carry concealed deadly weapons at all times and at all locations within the Commonwealth and may, subject to federal law and the law of other states, carry deadly weapons, concealed or openly, on federal property and in other states.
(f)
The division may, within budget limitations, employ full-time and part-time legal staff, clerical staff, security specialists, communications specialists, emergency management specialists, and any other personnel who are necessary for the proper functioning of the division.
(g)
The division, including the following, shall be under the command of a full-time sworn, and certified peace officer who shall have the title of Assistant Director for Legislative Security:
1.
Full-time sworn peace officers;
2.
Additional sworn peace officers employed during regular and special sessions of the General Assembly;
3.
Employees of the division who are not sworn peace officers; and
4.
Doorkeepers during regular or special sessions of the General Assembly.
(3)
The division may:
(a)
Equip motor vehicles with blue or red and blue lights and sirens;
(b)
Utilize any radio frequency within the spectrum allotted to law enforcement agencies by the Federal Communications Commission;
(c)
Prescribe a uniform for its sworn peace officers;
(d)
Prescribe identification cards, badges, and cloth patches for it sworn peace officers;
(e)
Equip its personnel with firearms, nonlethal weapons, chemical agents, restraints, body armor, and other routine and specialized law enforcement equipment;
(f)
Request and, upon request, shall receive assistance from any sheriff's department, police department, and the Department of State Police in the performance of its duties;
(g)
Request and, and upon request, shall receive basic, in-service, and specialized training from the Department of Criminal Justice Training at no charge to the division or the officer;
(h)
Provide specialized training in legislative and other security matters for its sworn peace officers and other employees of the division from any federal, in-state, out-of-state, public, local, private, or other source;
(i)
Assist any other law enforcement agency upon request to the Assistant Director for Legislative Security; and
(j)
Apply for and receive grants and other funding from any source, public or private.
(4)
The division shall control access to facilities occupied or used by the General Assembly and the Legislative Research Commission. No other person or organization shall have the authority, without written authorization from the division, to deny any person access to a legislative meeting or a portion of any public building in which a legislative meeting is being held.
(5)
Full-time and part-time peace officers of the Division of Legislative Security shall be given specialized training in personal protection, facility security, legislative security, and such other matters as may be required by the division or Legislative Research Commission.
(6)
Peace officers and other employees of the Division of Legislative Security may provide safety and security training and advice to members of the General Assembly, employees of the General Assembly and the Legislative Research Commission, and any other persons as may be authorized by the Director of the Legislative Research Commission.
(7)
The Assistant Director for Legislative Security shall, upon the request of the Director of the Legislative Research Commission and in cooperation with other employees of the division and the Legislative Research Commission, conduct safety, security, emergency management, loss management, continuity of government, and other studies and make recommendations to the Director of the Legislative Research Commission.
Section 2.   KRS 6.420 State Police to provide protection for facilities and property of the General Assembly and the Legislative Research Commission is repealed.
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