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MEASURE'S PURPOSE: 

HB 35HCS creates new sections of KRS Chapter 405 to require the Cabinet for Families and Children to create a centralized statewide service program to provide information and referrals through a statewide toll-free telephone number to grandparents and other caregivers who are caring for minors who are not their biological children; names the program the KyCares Program; establishes services for which information is to be provided by the program; requires the cabinet to create an affidavit establishing a caregiver's authority to provide consent for medical treatment or to make school related decisions for a minor; establishes information contained in the medical consent or school related decisions affidavit; allows a parent or legal guardian to supersede a decision of a caregiver for medical treatment or school related decisions for a minor; clarifies that the education consent affidavit shall not supersede appropriate federal law and regulations; exempts persons who rely in good faith on the medical consent affidavit from civil or criminal liability, except for negligence; establishes a penalty of a Class A misdemeanor for persons who make false statements on a medical consent and school related decisions affidavit.

PROVISION/MECHANICS: 

HB 35HCS creates new sections of KRS Chapter 405 to require the Cabinet for Families and Children to create a centralized statewide service program to provide information and referrals through a statewide toll-free telephone number to grandparents and other caregivers who are caring for minors who are not their biological children; names the program the KyCares Program; establishes services for which information is to be provided by the program; requires the cabinet to create an affidavit establishing a caregiver's authority to provide consent for medical treatment or to make school related decisions for a minor; establishes information contained in the medical consent or school related decisions affidavit; allows a parent or legal guardian to supersede a decision of a caregiver for medical treatment or school related decisions for a minor; clarifies that the education consent affidavit shall not supersede appropriate federal law and regulations; exempts persons who rely in good faith on the medical consent affidavit from civil or criminal liability, except for negligence; establishes a penalty of a Class A misdemeanor for persons who make false statements on a medical consent and school related decisions affidavit.

FISCAL EXPLANATION: 

This fiscal impact is indeterminable because the number of caregivers who would access this service, and resulting number of phone minute usage, are unknown.  

Although this fiscal impact is indeterminable, the Cabinet for Health and Family Services provides the following information:

It is estimated that a minimum of one additional Internal Policy Analyst (Grade 12) position would be needed to staff the statewide toll-free telephone number at an estimated cost (personnel, operating & equipment) of $45,500 per year.  Toll-free telephone calls would cost the state an estimated $0.03 per minute.

Area Agencies on Aging (“AAA”), through contracts from the Division of Aging Services for Older Americans Act (“OAA”) funds, operate a Caregiver program that provides information & referral to caregivers.  The Department for Community Based Services (“DCBS”) also provides resource/referral information to caregivers who inquire about services and offers relative care, and the Kinship Care Program statewide, funded under the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant. 
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