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Bill Number:
HB 370 
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to placing inmates on home incarceration.


Sponsor(s):   J. Hoover, R. Wilkey
Introduction Date:Feb. 8
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Create a new section of KRS Chapter 532 to permit inmates selected by the Department of Corrections who have served their sentence in a state operated facility to serve the final 60 days of their sentence on home incarceration with a monitoring device; permit the inmate to be charged with escape if they violate the provisions of home incarceration.

Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

The proposed new section of KRS would allow for the Department of Corrections to place an inmate on home incarceration for the end of their sentence. Inmates are ineligible for consideration if convicted of a sex crime or violent felony and if convicted of anything higher than a Class C felony. In addition, the prospective participant will have to have participated in a voluntary discharge planning process.  

This bill would provide an inmate with an opportunity to establish employment contacts or enroll in community based education programs.  It would create an alternative sentencing feature to be used at the end of an offender’s sentence.  Giving this possibility to inmates would encourage them to serve their time without disciplinary action to ensure eligibility for the program.  The move from institutional confinement to home incarceration would lessen the workload within a detention facility and increase supervision within the community.  



Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
By being able to release inmates from state custody early, the Department of Corrections will be able to realize a cost savings as it relates to incarceration costs.  

The cost to utilize home incarceration runs from $4 a day up to $10 a day per person.  Where possible, the cost of the service will be paid for by the inmate.  In the implementation phase of this legislation, the Department of Corrections would start with a very select group of approximately 100 inmates.  There would be growth over time to an estimated maximum of 500 to 600 participants.  

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections

Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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