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AN ACT relating to medical malpractice insurance.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF SUBTITLE 40 OF KRS CHAPTER 304 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
No later than July 1, 2005, the commissioner shall establish an interactive Internet Web site, after consultation with the medical malpractice insurance industry, which shall enable any physician licensed in this state to obtain a quote from each medical malpractice insurer licensed to write the coverage sought by the physician.

(2)
The Internet Web site established by the commissioner shall enable physicians to complete an online form that captures information sufficient to generate a quote from each insurer for the coverage sought by the physician. The online form shall capture the following information:

(a)
The medical specialty of the physician;

(b)
The territory in which the physician practices;

(c)
The number of years the physician has been in practice;

(d)
The claims experience of the physician; and

(e)
The policy limits sought by the physician.


The online form shall also capture information with respect to any other factor the commissioner designates, after consultation with the medical malpractice insurance industry, as having a material effect on physicians' medical malpractice premiums.
(3)
After a physician has answered all of the questions appearing on the online form, the Internet Web site shall display quotes for the physician for the coverage he or she seeks from each medical malpractice insurer licensed to write such coverage.

(4)
Quotes provided at the Internet Web site shall at all times be accurate. Whenever the commissioner approves any rate change for a medical malpractice insurer, the commissioner shall implement the change on the Internet Web site as soon as practicable, but in no event later than ten (10) days after the change has been approved.

(5)
The commissioner shall cause the design of the Internet Web site to incorporate user-friendly formats and self-help guidance materials, and shall develop a user-friendly Internet interface.

(6)
The Internet Web site shall display contact information for each insurer licensed to write medical malpractice insurance in this state, including the insurer's address, telephone number, facsimile number, and e-mail address, and any additional information that the commissioner may require. The Internet Web site shall also display the name, address, and telephone number of each agent the insurer has appointed in the state.
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