UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  03/02/05
05 REG. SESS.
05 RS HB 512/HCS


AN ACT relating to the Kentucky data research initiative.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The General Assembly finds that a statewide research computer infrastructure, established by combining technology in grades K-12 into a statewide computing grid for use by Kentucky public postsecondary institutions, will provide the following benefits to the Commonwealth:
(1)
Expand the research ability of Kentucky public postsecondary institutions at a relatively low cost;
(2)
Provide education outreach through the public postsecondary institutions to students and teachers in Kentucky's K-12 system;
(3)
Maximize the use of computing assets in participating K-12 systems; and

(4)
Increase Kentucky's ability to participate in a knowledge-based economy.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Kentucky Data Research Initiative Corporation is created and established as an independent, de jure municipal corporation and political subdivision of the Commonwealth for the purpose of developing a partnership between Kentucky K-12 schools and Kentucky public postsecondary institutions to implement a statewide research computer infrastructure, and manage the resulting educational and economic benefits to Kentucky enumerated in Section 1 of this Act. 

(2)
The corporation shall be directed by a board consisting of five (5) members as follows:

(a)
The president of the Council on Postsecondary Education, who shall serve as chair;

(b)
The commissioner of the Department of Education ;

(c)
The president of the University of Kentucky,

(d)
The president of the University of Louisville; and

(e)
The commissioner of the Office for the New Economy.
(3)
Members of the board may designate proxies to attend meetings on their behalf, and the designees shall have full voting rights.

(4)
The Kentucky Data Research Initiative Corporation shall be a body corporate with full corporate powers. A quorum of the corporation shall consist of three (3) members or their designees, with a majority of members or designees present authorized to act upon any matter legally before the corporation.

(5)
The corporation shall adopt bylaws and rules pertaining to operation of the corporation, and shall keep minutes and records of all proceedings which shall be filed in the offices of the corporation.

(6)
The corporation shall be attached to the Council for Postsecondary Education for administrative purposes. The council shall provide the funds, staff assistants, facilities, and materials required by the corporation in the conduct of its duties and functions.

(7)
The corporation shall meet within sixty (60) days of the effective date of this Act, and at least quarterly thereafter, and may meet more often at the call of the chairman upon written notice to all members at least seven (7) days prior to the meeting of the meeting date, time, and place.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The corporation shall have all the powers and duties necessary to carry out its purposes, including but not limited to:

(1)
Making and entering into contracts or agreements necessary or incidental to the performance of its duties;
(2)
Promulgating administrative regulations under KRS Chapter 13A governing the implementation and use of the statewide research computer infrastructure;

(3)
Providing for the combination of computing assets in grades K-12 with dedicated computer processing to form a statewide computer grid;

(4)
Facilitating the use of the statewide computer grid for research by Kentucky's public postsecondary institutions;

(5)
Requiring the public postsecondary institutions using the statewide computer grid to provide educational outreach and exposure for K-12 students to relevant, ongoing, postsecondary institution research projects;

(6)
Receiving, state, federal, and private funds to implement the purposes and duties of the corporation; and

(7)
Requiring participants in the statewide computer grid program to report to the corporation on a regular basis to be set by the corporation concerning:

(a)
Computing availability and utilization;

(b)
Research project status;

(c)
Impact on associated research projects;

(d)
K-12 student involvement and participation;

(e)
Effect of the program on K-12 students' success through high school and college;

(f)
Utilization of corporation funds; and

(g)
Any other matter required by the corporation; and

(8)
Performing all other duties and acts necessary to carry out the corporation's functions and purposes as set out in Section 1 of this Act.

Page 1 of 3
HB051230.100-1281

HOUSE COMMITTEE SUB

