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Bill Number:
HB 517 
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to operator's licenses. 


Sponsor(s):   J. Higdon
Introduction Date:02/14/05
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  


     Amend KRS 186.412, relating to the issuance of a driver's license, to permit a person to be issued an instruction permit or driver's license without a photograph based upon religious convictions; require as a condition of being issued a license without a photograph for the applicant to undergo a criminal history background check, submit an affidavit attesting to the person's religious objection to having a photograph taken, and submit to having a fingerprint placed upon the person's application and kept on file by the Transportation Cabinet; require the results of the background check to be sent to the Transportation Cabinet within 72 hours and require the cabinet to notify both the applicant and the circuit clerk as to the person's eligibility to be issued a license; require the cabinet to promulgate administrative regulations specifying conditions that will cause an applicant to be either eligible or ineligible to be issued a license based upon the background check; permit the State Police to charge a fee for conducting the background checks; limit the issuance of a license without a photograph to a Class D license and prohibit the issuance of a commercial driver's license without a photo; amend KRS 186.450, relating to the issuance of an instruction permit to conform; amend KRS 186.990 to establish a penalty of a Class D felony for any person who presents false or misleading information pertaining to their religious convictions to fraudulently obtain a license without a photograph, and upon conviction, permanently prohibit the person from being eligible to be issued an instruction permit or operator's license.

Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

The amendment would create a Class D felony for those found guilty of utilizing provisions of the amendment to fraudulently get an operators license.  At this time it is not possible to tell how large an effect this amendment would have.  It is suspected to be relatively small. 

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
As the proposed legislation creates a new felony it is not possible to forcast the possible fiscal impact.  However, any increase in the inmate population will increase costs for housing inmates. 

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections

Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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