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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to firearms and ammunition therefor.

SPONSOR


MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County


X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local



Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 local law enforcement agencies; local jails

Requirement:
X
Mandatory
X
Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

HB 65 modifies KRS 237.025 to allow local law enforcement agencies the option of participating in a gun and ammunition buy-back program operated by a private person or organization. The measure adds a new section of KRS 237 which allows a private person or organization to operate a privately financed gun and ammunition buy-back program as long as it is operated in cooperation with a local law enforcement agency. HB 65 also stipulates that any person who retains for personal use a firearm or ammunition purchased by or offered to a gun and ammunition buy-back program shall be guilty of a Class D felony.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 65 on local governments is expected to be minimal. The measure allows local law enforcement agencies the option of participating in privately operated and financed gun and ammunition buy-back programs. The measure does stipulate, however, that no public funds may be directly or indirectly utilized in the purchase or acquisition of firearms or ammunition from a privately operated gun buy-back program. There would, therefore, only be minimal personnel and administrative costs for those law enforcement agencies who chose to participate.

HB 65 specifies that any person who retains for personal use a firearm or ammunition purchased by or offered to a gun buy-back program shall be guilty of a Class D felony. Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating individuals who are charged with a Class D felony until the time of conviction and final sentencing. The average cost of incarceration is approximately $31.68 per day, entirely at the local government's expense. The average length of stay prior to a conviction and final sentencing is 8.7 months. Once a person is convicted of a Class D felony, they may be housed at one of 71 local jails for the duration of their sentence. The state, however, reimburses the local jail for a portion of the incarceration costs. The current rate of reimbursement is $26.51 per day. The number of cases constituting a crime under HB 65 is expected to be small, therefore, the costs borne by local governments would be minimal.
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