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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION creating a task force of the Legislative Research Commission to study the issue of jail funding.

WHEREAS, county officials contend that the current funding system has left county governments with the responsibility of funding facilities and inmate costs but with little flexibility in the administration of jail related matters; and

WHEREAS, the costs associated with housing prisoners in local jails have continued to escalate during the past decade; and

WHEREAS, the costs of catastrophic medical care for prisoners has significantly increased while medical reimbursements from the state have remained the same for two decades; and 

WHEREAS, county jail populations continue to rise while funding remains at the same level established in 1984; and

WHEREAS, county officials report that it is not uncommon for one-third to one-half of a county's general fund revenues to be dedicated to bridging the gap between state jail funds and the total amount needed to meet the operational and funding requirements of the local jail system;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission shall establish a Task Force on Jail Funding to examine the costs associated with housing prisoners in local jails. The task force may collect data on the funding adequacy of jails including the current per diem and medical payments from the state to counties; take testimony from county jailers and other local officials on the fiscal management of local funds to determine if all available funds to the counties are being used efficiently; and examine alternative solutions such as the state takeover of jails, privatization, experimentation with alternative health care delivery systems for inmates, home incarceration of prisoners, and the possibility of alternative revenue sources for counties as a result of tax modernization.

Section 2.   The task force shall be composed of 16 members; the membership of the task force shall include:

(1)
The chairman of the House of Representatives Local Government Committee, or a designee;

(2)
The chairman of the Senate State and Local Government Committee, or a designee;

(3)
Three members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House, one of whom shall be a member of the House of Representatives Local Government Committee, one of whom shall be a member of the House of Representatives Judiciary Committee, and one of whom shall be a member of the House of Representatives Appropriations and Revenue Committee;

(4)
Three members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate, one of whom shall be a member of the Senate State and Local Government Committee, one of whom shall be a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, and one of whom shall be a member of the Senate Appropriations and Revenue Committee;

(5)
The commissioner of the Department of Corrections, or a designee;

(6)
The secretary of the Justice Cabinet, or a designee;

(7)
The executive director of the Kentucky County Judge/Executive Association, or a designee;

(8)
The executive director of the Kentucky Magistrates and Commissioners Association, or a designee;

(9)
The executive director of the Kentucky Jailer's Association, or a designee;

(10)
One representative who is a county jailer, appointed by the Legislative Research Commission;

(11)
One representative who is a county judge/executive, appointed by the Legislative Research Commission; and

(12)
One representative who is a county commissioner or magistrate, appointed by the Legislative Research Commission.

Section 3.   The task force shall report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission for referral to the appropriate committee or committees no later than December 1, 2005.

Section 4.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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